Welcome to the 2019 Legislative Bulletin!
The NHMA Legislative Bulletin is a weekly publication designed primarily
to communicate with municipal officials, but it also serves to keep legislators,
the governor’s office, and the media informed about municipal legislative priorities. The Bulletin will be published next on Friday, January 4, and each Friday after that until the legislative session ends in June. The Bulletin generally
contains:
•
•
•
•
•

A brief analysis of key legislative developments during the past week;
An update on any action on NHMA policy bills;
The legislative calendar, listing municipal bills to be heard in the next two
weeks;
A call for action on critical legislation when municipal input is necessary;
and
Periodic updates of federal issues of interest to municipal officials.
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
CONTACT INFORMATION
Judy A. Silva, Executive Director

Early editions of the Legislative Bulletin, including this one, will also contain a
brief description of bills introduced for the session that we have identified as
being of municipal interest, along with the name of the prime sponsor and the
committee to which the bill has been referred.
To serve our members more efficiently, we post the Legislative Bulletin on our
website (www.nhmunicipal.org) each Friday and send an e-mail notice and
link when it is posted, to provide it electronically to as many as we can. However, local officials and legislators may choose to receive the Bulletin by U.S.
mail if they prefer. (See the article on page 2 for more on this subject.)

Cordell A. Johnston, Government
Affairs Counsel
Barbara T. Reid, Government
Finance Advisor
Timothy W. Fortier, Communications & Member Services Coordinator

This publication is designed to inform and update. If you have ideas about
providing information in a different format or a more understandable fashion,
please let us know. You can reach us at governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org
or the phone number on the Legislative Bulletin letterhead.

Invite Your Legislators to Your Next Meeting!
If you want to have a positive effect on municipal legislation in 2019, one of
the best things you can do right now is to invite your legislative delegation to
your next board of selectmen/council/aldermen meeting. This applies whether your legislators are veterans, rookies, or a combination of the two.

25 Triangle Park Drive
Concord NH 03301
Tel: 603.224.7447

governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org

Website: www.nhmunicipal.org

(Legislators — Continued from Page 1)
Over the next several months, there will be occasions when we will ask you to contact your legislators (or
you will want to contact them, even without being asked) to discuss pending legislation. Making a cold call
to someone you’ve never met is no fun for even the hardiest extrovert, and for many people it is downright intimidating.
That is why it makes sense to invite your legislators to a meeting now, before you need to call them to ask
for support on a particular issue. If you have a get-acquainted session with your legislators, in which you
talk generally about legislative priorities and concerns without asking anything specific of them, you will
feel much more comfortable, and will almost certainly get a better reception, when you call them in a few
weeks or months to ask them to support or oppose a particular bill.

Here are a few suggestions:
•

Invite all of your representatives and your senator. (If you don’t know who they are, go to this page
and click on your county, then your city or town—or call us.)

•

Set aside time at the meeting for all of the legislators and all members of your governing body to introduce themselves.

•

Make it a two-way exchange. Share your concerns with them, but also ask them about their priorities
and what they expect from this year’s legislature.

•

Mention NHMA’s legislative policies, which you can find here and in the November/December issue
of Town & City. We will be sending the legislative policies to all legislators in early January, and we will
inform you about our policy bills in upcoming issues of the Bulletin.

•

Remember that municipal issues are mostly non-partisan. You do not have to share your legislators’
views on international trade, immigration, or U.S. Supreme Court nominees in order to find common
ground on issues that affect your city or town.

•

Exchange contact information, and ask them what is the best way to contact them: phone, e-mail, or
something else.

•

Remember that they work for you, and with rare exceptions, they do want to hear from their local
government leaders.

House and Senate to Meet January 2; Committees to Follow
The House and Senate will meet (separately) in session at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 2. They are
likely to be short sessions, where each chamber will introduce bills and attend to various administrative
details. The House and Senate will meet in joint session at 11:15 a.m. on Thursday, January 3, for the inauguration of the Governor.
Legislative committees will begin meeting the week of January 7; meetings that week will likely be limited
to committee orientations. We expect that hearings on bills will begin the week of January 14.
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How Do You Take Your Legislative Bulletin?
Each week last year we sent an electronic link to the Legislative Bulletin to over 800 recipients, and sent
over 300 paper copies by U.S. mail. Some municipal officials received both the hard copy and the electronic version.
We want to make sure the Bulletin is being sent to you in the most effective way. Our primary concern is
that you get to read the Bulletin in a timely way and have an opportunity to contact your legislators on
matters that are important to your municipality and local government. The e-mailed Bulletin gets to you
on Friday, while the hard copy will not arrive until Saturday or even Monday. This can make a big difference, given that the Bulletin usually provides notice of events that will occur the following Tuesday
through Thursday. Sending the Bulletin electronically also avoids the cost of postage. With those thoughts
in mind, please consider switching from a hard copy to the electronic version.
For those who still prefer to receive a hard copy, we want to make sure we have your best mailing address. If elected municipal leaders receive their hard copy of the Bulletin at the town or city hall, they may
not actually see it for a week or more after it’s distributed. Again, the whole point of the Bulletin is timeliness.
Therefore, if you would be willing to have the Bulletin mailed to your home so that you can receive it
more promptly, we hope you will give us your home mailing address. If you choose to receive the Bulletin at your home, it will not change where you receive other NHMA mailings.
Your preference. With that background, please take a moment to consider how you are currently receiving the Bulletin and whether you want to change how it is distributed to you.

If you would like to make a change in the delivery of your Bulletin, whether it is to go from hard copy to
electronic or to change the address to which we mail your Bulletin, please contact us by calling or emailing Pam Valley at 1-800-852-3358 ext. 3375 or governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org.

New Bills, New Committees
Before yesterday, only a handful of bills for the 2019 session had been released, but the floodgates
opened just as this Bulletin was going to press. The first few bills of municipal interest are listed below
(after the committee assignments). When the dust settles, it appears that there will be around 1,000 bills
filed his year. All of them will become available on the legislature’s website, www.gencourt.state.nh.us, as
they are completed and released. As they are released, we will publish lists of the bills of municipal interest in the Bulletin.
Committee assignments have been made in both the House and the Senate, and you can find the complete listing on the legislative website. Below are the committees that are of particular interest to municipal officials. (This is not to suggest that other committees are any less important—they are just less likely
to deal with municipal issues.) If you know, or have a special relationship with, any of the members of
these committees, please let us know. Making connections is an important way to make sure municipal
interests are understood and taken into account. Please contact the Government Affairs staff at governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org.

Note: The House Finance Committee roster appears to be incomplete. Check the legislature’s website
in a few days, as we expect there will be an updated list.
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House Standing Committees
ELECTION LAW
David Cote, Chairman
Connie Lane
Wayne Moynihan, Vice Chairman
David Morrill
Gerald Ward
Kathleen Hoelzel
William Pearson
Betty Gay
Edith DesMarais
Timothy Lang
Richard Komi
Katherine Prudhomme-O’Brien
Paul Bergeron
Peter Hayward
Catt Sandler
Timothy Merlino
Heidi Hamer
Peg Higgins

Becky Owens
Abigail Rooney

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS & ADMINISTRATION
Jeffrey Goley, Chairman
Dianne Schuett, Vice Chairman
Jean Jeudy
Peter Schmidt

Gary Merchant
Roderick Pimentel
Carol McGuire
John Sytek

Kristina Schultz
Kathy Desjardin
Sallie Fellows
Timothy Fontneau
Samantha Fox
Jaci Grote

Steve Beaudoin
Mark Proulx
Reed Panasiti
Stephen Pearson
Terry Roy
Michael Yakubovich

FINANCE
Mary Jane Wallner, Chairman
David Huot, Vice Chairman
Thomas Buco
Peter Leishman
Katherine Rogers
Mary Beth Walz
Kate Murray
Kenneth Weyler

Lynne Ober
David Danielson
Peter Spanos
Erin Hennessey
Richard Barry
Frank Kotowski
Werner Horn
Keith Erf
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(House Committees — Continued from Page 4)
JUDICIARY
Marjorie Smith, Chairman
Diane Langley
Sandra Keans, Vice Chairman
Deb Stevens
Paul Berch
Gary Hopper
Timothy Horrigan
Michael Sylvia
David Woodbury
Kurt Wuelper
Debra Altschiller
Edward Gordon
Charlotte DiLorenzo
Jason Janvrin
Anita Burroughs
Barbara Griffin
Wendy Chase
Cam Kenney

Mark McLean
Joe Alexander

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL & REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
Brian Sullivan, Chairman
Brett Hall
Timothy Soucy, Vice Chairman
Harrison Kanzler
Benjamin Baroody
Jack Flanagan
Michael Cahill
Brian Seaworth
Linda DiSilvestro
Lino Avellani
Janice Schmidt
John O’Day
Dan Toomey
William Bordy
Donald Bouchard
Manny Espitia

Andrew Renzullo
John Callum
Jonathan Mackie
Rene Nunez

MUNICIPAL & COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Clyde Carson, Chairman
Laurel Stavis
Bruce Tatro, Vice Chairman
James Belanger
Marjorie Porter
Vincent Paul Migliore
Susan Treleaven
Julie Gilman
Timothy Josephson
David Meader
Paul Dargie
Jim Maggiore
Donna Mombourquette

Max Abramson
Tom Dolan
Derek Kittredge
John MacDonald
Mona Perreault
Tony Piemonte
Kevin Pratt
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(House Committees— Continued from Page 5)
PUBLIC WORKS & HIGHWAYS
John Cloutier, Chairman
Ivy Vann
Michael Edgar, Vice Chairman
John Graham
Karen Ebel
Walter Kolodziej
Martin Jack
Franklin Tilton
Michael Abbott
David Milz
Barry Faulkner
John Janigian
Sue Newman
Paul Somero
Daniel Eaton
Jim Fedolfi
Michael Pedersen
Joshua Query

James Allard
Richard Beaudoin

Matthew Towne
RESOURCES, RECREATION & DEVELOPMENT
Suzanne Smith, Chairman
Wendy Thomas
Kevin Maes, Vice Chairman
Andrew Renzullo
Judith Spang
Linda Gould
Henry Parkhurst
James Horgan
Yvonne Thomas
Chuck Grassie
Patricia Bushway
Bruce Cohen
Henry Noel
Rosemarie Rung

George Feeney
Michael Gunski
Robert Harb
Deborah Hobson
Gates Lucas
James Whittemore

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY
Robert Backus, Chairman
George Saunderson
Howard Moffett, Vice Chairman
Kenneth Wells
Jacqueline Cali-Pitts
John Mann
Lee Oxenham
Peter Somssich
Kenneth Vincent
Chris Balch
Kat McGhee
Rebecca McWilliams

Michael Harrington
Jeanine Notter
Glen Aldrich
Douglas Thomas
Troy Merner
Russell Ober
James Webb
Fred Plett
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(House Committees— Continued from Page 6)
WAYS & MEANS
Susan Almy, Chairman
Tom Loughman
Richard Ames, Vice Chairman
Jerry Stringham
David Karrick
Norman Major
Thomas Southworth
Mary Griffin
Dennis Malloy
Jordan Ulery
Thomas Schamberg
Patrick Abrami
Edith Tucker
Charles Burns
Lisa Bunker
Alan Bershtein
Jennie Gomarlo
Willis Griffith

Fred Doucette
Jess Edwards

Senate Committees
ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
Melanie Levesque, Chairman
Regina Birdsell
Tom Sherman, Vice Chairman
James Gray
Jon Morgan
ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES
Martha Fuller Clark, Chairman
Jeb Bradley
Dan Feltes, Vice Chairman
Bob Giuda
David Watterrs

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS & ADMINISTRATION
Sharon Carson, Chairman
Shannon Chandley
Kevin Cavanaugh, Vice Chairman
John Reagan
Cindy Rosenwald

Lou D’Allesandro, Chairman
Dan Feltes, Vice Chairman
Cindy Rosenwald

FINANCE
Jay Kahn
John Reagan
Bob Giuda
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(Senate Committees— Continued from Page 7)
JUDICIARY
Martha Hennessey, Chairman
Sharon Carson
Shannon Chandley, Vice Chairman
Harold French
Melanie Levesque
WAYS & MEANS
Dan Feltes, Chairman
Chuck Morse
Lou D’Allesandro, Vice Chairman
Bob Giuda
Jeanne Dietsch

New 2019 House Bills
Note: Each entry shows the bill number, a description of the bill, the name and municipality of the prime sponsor, and the committee to which the bill has been assigned.
HB 101 allows a school district to adopt and enforce a policy regulating the use, possession,
and transportation of firearms and knives within its jurisdiction. Rep. Cali-Pitts of Portsmouth; EDUC-H.

HB 102 permits towns to adopt bylaws to regulate the distribution of single-use plastics. Rep.
Bartlett of Concord; M&CG.
HB 103-FN-A establishes the office of the right-to-know ombudsman and authorizes the filing
of right-to-know complaints with the ombudsman as an alternative to bringing suit in superior
court. Rep. Ober of Hudson; JUD-H.
HB 104-FN establishes a housing appeals board in the attorney general’s office to hear appeals
of final decisions of municipal boards, committees, and commissions regarding questions of
housing and housing development. Rep. Ober of Hudson; JUD-H.
HB 105-FN modifies the definition of domicile for voting purposes, modifies forms and procedures for voter registration, and removes the requirement that the secretary of state conduct
post-election voter registration inquiries. Rep. Horrigan of Durham; EL.
HB 106 amends the general statutory definitions of “resident or inhabitant” and “residence or
residency” to include an intent to maintain a principal place of physical presence for the indefinite future. Rep. Horrigan of Durham; EL.
HB 110-FN-A requires that the administrative and professional cost of the fiscal analysis of
proposed legislation done by the retirement system be reimbursed from general funds not otherwise appropriated. Rep. Rogers of Concord; ED&A.
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(House Bills — Continued from Page 8)
HB 116-FN modifies the procedure for changes to the job classification and group under the
state retirement system for state agency positions and for political subdivision positions. Rep.
McGuire of Epsom; ED&A.
HB 125 allows the county convention and the county commissioners to choose their officers
by secret ballot and adds an exemption to the right-to-know law for secret ballots for the election of officers. Rep. Marsh of Brookfield; M&CG.
HB 128 enables municipalities to adopt a 100 percent property tax exemption for veterans who
have been determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent, service-connected, total and permanent disability. Rep. Comtois of Barnstead; M&CG.

HB 129 enables municipalities to establish a cap on the state and local education property tax
for residents aged 65 and older. Rep Comtois of Barnstead; M&CG.
HB 130-LOCAL clarifies the property tax exemption for certain permanently and totally disabled veterans by adopting the definition of permanent total disability in the federal regulations.
Rep. Panasiti of Amherst; M&CG.
HB 133-FN repeals the licensing requirement for open-air shows and repeals the laws related
to the keeping of billiard tables, pool tables, and bowling alleys. Rep. Seaworth of Pembroke;
ED&A.
HB 135 requires the commissioner of the department of transportation to notify a municipality
of the lease of any state-owned rail property and requires the lease of state-owned rail property
to meet the same municipal regulatory and safety requirements as private property owners.
Rep. Abel of Lebanon; PW.
HB 136 increases the period within which a zoning board of adjustment must hold a public
hearing. Rep. Tanner of Sunapee; M&CG.
HB 142 provides that, if the owner of property subject to a tax deferral dies, the mortgage
holder must pay all deferred taxes before selling the property in a foreclosure proceeding. Rep.
Belanger of Hollis; M&CG.
HB 143 prohibits any person from serving on two municipal boards or committees at the same
time if decisions of one board or committee are appealable to the other. Rep. Belanger of Hollis; M&CG.
HB 144 requires municipalities to notify property owners of annual changes in assessed value
made pursuant to RSA 75:8, and to state the basis for the adjustment and provide notice of the
appeal procedure. Rep. Belanger of Hollis; M&CG.
HB 145 provides that a ballot cast at town meeting shall not be disregarded for failure to follow instructions if the voter’s intent is clear. Rep. Belanger of Hollis; M&CG.
HB 146 modifies recount procedures for towns and village districts. Rep. Belanger of Hollis;
M&CG.
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(House Bills — Continued from Page 9)
HB 147 extends the period for a candidate to appeal an election recount. Rep. Belanger of Hollis; EL.
HB 148 defines and regulates electric bicycles. Rep. Gould of Bedford; TRANS-H.
HB 149 permits the apportionment formula for a cooperative school district to be subject to
review 5 years after an article to continue the current formula was passed. Rep. Belanger of
Hollis; EDUC-H.
HB 151 allows a farm to raise livestock with an intent to sell such livestock and still be considered within the definition of agriculture. Rep. O’Connor of Derry; E&A.

HB 153 makes certain disciplinary records concerning law enforcement officers subject to the
right-to-know law. Rep. Berch of Westmoreland; JUD-H.
HB 154 renders void and unenforceable a nondisclosure agreement that is part of a settlement
involving a state officer or employee, or a public agency or body. Rep. Berch of Westmoreland; JUD-H.
HB 155 requires a determination of whether information in a police officer’s personnel file
constitutes exculpatory evidence and allows a police officer who has information determined to
be exculpatory evidence in his or her personnel file to have an opportunity to challenge the
disciplinary finding. Rep. Berch of Westmoreland; CJ&PS.
HB 184-FN increases funding for pupils attending full-day kindergarten programs and repeals
prorated kindergarten funding based on Keno revenue. Rep. Luneau of Hopkinton; EDUCH.
HB 186 establishes a state minimum wage of $9.50 per hour and provides for annual readjustment of the minimum wage. Rep. Moffett of Canterbury; LABOR.
HB 187 establishes new state representative districts for Hudson and Pelham. Rep. Horrigan
of Durham; EL.

2019 Upcoming Workshops and Webinars for Members:
Jan 8, 9, and 23: NHMA Webinars
Jan 12 and Feb 16: NHMA Moderators Workshops
Jan 16: NHMA Right-to-Know Law Workshop for Law Enforcement
Please register online through our website www.nhmunicipal.org. (Scroll down on
left to Calendar of Events and click View the Full Calendar)
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