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Town of Hampton

November 8, 2021
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

7:00 p.m.

Board of Selectmen’s Room

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
PRESENT:

ABSENT:
I.

Charles Rage, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
James Waddell, Selectman
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager
Rusty Bridle, Chairman

Public Hearings
In accordance with the provisions of RSA 33:3-d to take testimony from those who wish
to be heard concerning the possible issuance of Refunding Bonds for the following
purpose:
1. Re-financing of 2014 refunding bonds outstanding in the approximate amount of
$1,614,000 in order to achieve interest cost savings and to pay certain costs of
issuing the Refunding Bonds.
Public hearing opened at 7:01pm. Public hearing closed at 7:01pm.

II.

Oath of Office
1. Fire Prevention Officer Matthew Newton
Fire Prevention Officer Matthew Newton was sworn in by Town Clerk Shirley Doheny and
honored with a pinning ceremony.

III.

Proclamation Purple Heart Community
Town Manager Sullivan read the proclamation for the Purple Heart Community.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to Accept the Purple Heart Community Proclamation,
SECONDED by Sel. Waddell. Vote: 4-0-0
The Commander of American Legion Post 35 thanked the Board. He discussed all that
Hampton does to honor veterans. He announced the Veteran’s Day ceremonies.

IV.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]
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Linda McGrath, 751 Ocean Blvd., she discussed the grassroots movement in town to put a
warrant article before the voters to go back to hand counting ballots. She discussed the
source code and the Windham machines and results. She thanked Sel. Barnes for support.
She reiterated hand counting and discussed trust.
Steve Letares, 567 Ocean Blvd., asked for extra time. Sel. Rage reiterated the rules for
public comment. Sel. Barnes discussed making an exception. Members of the audience
offered their time.
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to make an exception to the three-minute ruling. There was no
second.
Mr. Letares discussed being one of the grassroots people, noting the protest on High St. and
Lafayette Rd. He discussed an incident on Oct. 23rd regarding a call to police for noise and
harassment. He discussed another incident Saturday Nov. 6th where Sel. Waddell came to the
protest and filmed the event, noting he perceived the manner to be menacing. He noted there
was a discussion regarding a sign with profanity and first amendment rights. He reiterated
what their cause is and the right to protest being the first amendment. He noted further
discussion with Sel. Waddell and he is a retired federal officers, and to leave them alone, and
if he did not he would arrest him as he does have arrest powers as he is a federal agent. He
discussed Sel. Waddell’s actions when leaving, a post to social media, and his opinion of Sel.
Waddell’s actions, noting his concern. He discussed the protection of speech.
Jess, (inaudible), 428 Lafayette, discussed working from home and hearing what goes on at
the corner, noting people are excited. She discussed being called a radical or radical
movement is bothersome to her. She noted damage by BLM, freedom of speech, and where
have we gone as a society. She offered her prospective on being a radical, referencing
protests at Raytheon. She noted voting people in and voting them out.
Angela Skinner, 6th Street, noting agreeing, and why aren’t our elected officials backing us
up, and discussed wanting to be heard. She discussed election integrity. She discussed
people getting together and wanting fairness and honesty in our state. She discussed people
having rights that are being trampled.
Name (inaudible), resident of North Hampton, noted stopping and thanking the previous
gentleman speaker whose opinion he agrees with. He discussed holding signs for candidates,
freedom of speech, and the approach of the selectman. He noted it is good for people to
express their opinions in a peaceful way.
Regina Barnes, 95 Presidential Circle, spoke as a citizen, noting Sel. Waddell’s post and it
stating it is not the image Hampton wants, and discussed the summer of 2020 was not the
image that Hampton wanted. She discussed transparency and looking at things equally. She
noted everyone has the right to be downtown and hold whatever sign they want. She
discussed the oaths selectmen take and nothing overrides that.
V.

Announcements and Community Calendar
Sel. Sawyer thanked the Crimeline for the shredding event held Sat. at the PD.
Sel. Rage announced that Experience Hampton has announced that the parade grand marshal
will be Super Even (Austin). He announced the Hampton Firefighters Toy Bank Chili
Cookoff on Nov. 16th, at Wally’s.
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VI.

Approval of Minutes
1. October 25, 2021

Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Minutes of October 25, 2021,
SECONDED by Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 4-0-0
VII.

Consent Agenda
1. Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Refunding Bonds
TM Sullivan discussed this was the authorization that was in regard to the public hearing
earlier, regarding the re-financing of 2014 refunding bonds outstanding in the approximate
amount of $1,614,000 in order to achieve interest cost savings and to pay certain costs of
issuing the Refunding Bonds.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes.
VOTE: 4-0-0

VIII.

Appointments
1. Ed Tinker & Paul McKenney, MRI Contract Assessors
a Equalization Ratios discussion
Mr. Tinker noted the Board should have gotten the update on the equalization ratio, noting it
down to 77.9%. He discussed the change in the market at 13% and it is happening all over
the seacoast. He discussed being there to make the Board aware of what’s happening in the
market and the potential of moving up the revaluation.
Mr. McKenney discussed the ratio between market value and assessed value. He discussed
the quality of the data and its changes. He discussed the price related differential and noted
high end properties are being under assessed and low end, over assessed. He noted that an
inequitable position and a revaluation would correct that and other differentials.
Mr. Tinker discussed condominium sales and their effect on the ratios. He noted the
revaluation is scheduled for 2024, the five-year mandatory, but we have done three years
before.
Sel. Waddell asked about doing one now and values then going down. Mr. Tinker noted it
can go either way, and it is about more equity, with everyone being on a similar playing field.
Sel. Rage asked what the state mandates and Mr. McKenney noted they don’t on ratios, just
the five-year requirement.
Sel. Barnes reiterated the five-year requirement by the state. She noted agreeing with Sel.
Waddell on what if the market crashes. She discussed the sales information for 2021 and the
number of parcels in 2020, noting the percentages for single family homes in 2020 and 2021.
She noted the high percent of condominiums. She discussed the information based on sales
doesn’t warrant a revaluation for the whole town, in her view. Mr. Tinker noted that when
they look at a revaluation, they look at two years’ worth. She and Mr. Tinker discussed.
TM Sullivan asked what their recommendation would be to the Board. Mr. McKenney
discussed it would be to do the revaluation sooner rather than later because of the inequity.
Mr. Tinker discussed further.
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Sel. Waddell asked about making a decision right now. Mr. Tinker and TM Sullivan
discussed it would be a warrant article, so it would be that timeframe. TM Sullivan discussed
the concern of having a huge change if waiting for the five-year timeframe. Mr. McKenney
discussed that there is still a shortage of housing in NH, noting until that settles, the market
will continue to increase.
TM Sullivan asked to return to the bond refinance issue and noted a resolution regarding the
bond that was forwarded from the Bond Council, discussing it and that it is appropriate to
read and vote on. He read the resolution in its entirety.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Resolution as read, and signing of it by the
Board, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 4-0-0
IX.

Town Manager’s Report
1. TM Sullivan reported on the recent Covid numbers for the state and Hampton.
2. The Veteran’s Day ceremonies are at 8am and 11am on Thursday.
3. On Thursday, Veteran’s Day, DPW and the Transfer Station will be closed and there
will be no curbside pickup.
4. The curbside fall leaf pick up will begin on Nov. 15th.
Sel. Barnes asked the status of the trash trucks. TM Sullivan noted that as far as he knows
we are not down at the moment, but there is an ongoing maintenance issue.

X.

Old Business
1. Warrant Articles
TM Sullivan noted looking for feedback on the prior discussion. He discussed if there may
be any potential savings for doing Winnacunnet and High Street at the same time, and noted
that due to conditions, there might not be any.
Sel. Rage noted that if they are going to make any changes to warrant articles, he would be
more comfortable having a full board present. Consensus was agreement to that.
Sel. Barnes noted a discussion with Executive Councilor Janet Stevens regarding Sun Valley,
noting funding and her concerns. She noted Ms. Stevens opinion that the state has accepted
the funds and the CDC guidelines will not be applicable. She noted hoping to get some
funding for the marsh pipe. TM Sullivan noted his discussions with the councilor and being
in the process of drafting a letter to the DOT Commissioner regarding a meeting. He
mentioned the rights of the easement we have.
Sel. Sawyer addressed the comments made tonight, and he noted it is people’s right to
protest. He noted he watched the video and at no time did Sel. Waddell tell them they
couldn’t protest. He noted he did not believe Sel. Waddell was acting as a selectman and
referenced Sel. Barnes sometimes does the same. He discussed freedom of speech is for all.
He asked Sel. Waddell if Mr. Letares told him he was a federal law enforcement office. Sel.
Waddell stated yes, he told him he was a former officer. Sel. Sawyer asked Sel. Waddell if
Mr. Letares told him he would arrest him. Sel. Waddell stated he told him he would put the
cuffs on him if he didn’t leave. Sel. Sawyer noted that is a serious problem and he will be
consulting the US Attorney’s office tomorrow. He discussed a former federal officer
threatening a citizen being outrageous. He reiterated people’s rights to do what they do. He
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asked Sel. Waddell if he ever invoked that he was a selectmen and Sel. Waddell stated no.
Sel. Sawyer discussed intimidation and at a selectmen’s meeting, and it needs to stop and
expounded that position. He and a member of the audience had a discussion, with Sel.
Sawyer noting the floor was his.
Sel. Barnes commented not having anything to do with that and feeling bad for the business
owner. She noted the bottom line is people have been protesting on that corner for a long
time. She noted people who disagree should just let it be, as people have the right to do it.
She referenced people calling in against her and being derogatory, and that if people want to
speak about how they feel, they should be able to. She noted agreeing with Sel. Sawyer that
people have a first amendment right, and all first amendment rights need to be protected.
Sel. Rage discussed there is a way to make your point with decorum and a way to do it with
vulgarity. He noted wanting to see politeness come back.
Sel. Waddell agreed that people can protest all they want, and, noted that you can see on the
video he never called anyone a radical, he never said they have no right, and he said they
have a responsibility with that right. He noted the business had nothing to do with this, and
he never went to the business to show them the video. He noted they did not have the right
to arrest him. Sel. Sawyer noted that is what he is upset about. He reiterated his position on
someone threatening to arrest a citizen.
XI.

New Business
Sel. Barnes noted a bazaar happening at the Rim. TM Sullivan noted the same as last year
and requests for permits will be coming.
Sel. Barnes discussed information from the Heritage Commission Chairman regarding the
house marker program and asked that John Hatch get an appointment with the Board to be
added to the program. TM Sullivan noted Mr. Hatch should send in the information and
noted the difference between the state and town marker programs.

XII.

Closing Comments
None

XIII.

Adjournment
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 7:58, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes.
VOTE: 4-0-0

Charles Rage, Vice-chairman
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