Town of Hampton

September 9, 2019
7:00 PM

Public Meeting

PRESENT:

Rick Griffin, Chairman
Jim Waddell, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
Mary-Louise Woolsey, Selectman
Frederick Welch, Town Manager

ABSENT:

Rusty Bridle, Selectman

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
I.

Public Comment
Rayann Dionne, Hampton Conservation Coordinator, she discussed an upcoming event in the
Town forest, BioBlitz, which is trying to identify species in the forest, and stated more
information is on the Town website.
Al Giadarno, 5 Second Street, he discussed letters that he had sent regarding his neighbor at
737 Ocean Blvd. with regards to a light that shines into his home, asking that she not shine
the light into his home, but on her own.
Anthony Fusio, 10 Boar’s Head Terrace, he spoke of his support of sports betting,
referencing his business (Ocean’s Gaming) doing well with keno. He mentioned increased
revenue and increases in charitable support, and more people coming to Hampton.
Charlie Preston, 47 Glade Path, he discussed supporting sports gaming. He discussed the
business Ocean’s Gaming, and its success at Hampton beach, both summer and winter.
Mike Edgar, 7 Ann’s Terrace, he discussed his support of the sports gaming. He also
mentioned the success of Ocean’s Gaming and what a great run business it is, and its
charitable help.

II.

Announcements and Community Calendar
Sel. Waddell, he reminded all that school has opened and to be aware and careful and he also
mentioned the success of the Seafood Festival.
Sel. Barnes, she mentioned that the Rockingham Planning Commission would be having a
meeting on Sept. 11th about hazardous mitigation grant assistance and mitigation planning
overview. She also mentioned the public hearing in Hampton for the 2021-2030 ten year
State plan on Sept. 23rd at the Seashell complex. She discussed not being able to attend the
Seafood Festival, but had discussed it with the business owner on C Street who was very
appreciative
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of the trash bin situation and the freezer trucks not being as loud. She stated they offered
their thanks to John Nyhan and the festival committee.
Sel. Waddell mentioned the 9/11 ceremony being held at the American Legion, he stated how
moving it us and invited everyone to attend, it is at 6pm.
Chairman Griffin reiterated the comments on the Seafood Fest and the 9/11 ceremony.
III.

Approval of Minutes
1. August 26, 2019 Public and Non-public Session
Selectman Woolsey MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of August 26, 2019
SECONDED by Selectman Barnes.
VOTE:

IV.

4-0-0

Consent Agenda
1. Cemetery Deeds: James J. McKenna Revocable Trust 15/I-2/4/1-4, Peter & Jean
Roughan 12/I-2/4/1-4, (Resigning of 2008 Deeds) Danielle A Kooyoomjian 13/I-2/G/14, Mary Ann Ross 201/G/4/1-4
2. Easement Deed: Hereford Investments, LLC, Land off of Winnacunnet Road
3. Heritage Commission Appointment: Gary Patton, Alternate
4. Veteran’s Tax Credits Renewals: Quinlan, Family Trust, Larivee, G&D Family
Revocable Trust of 2019
5. Disable Exemption Tax Credit Renewal: McCarthy, David B. Revocable Trust
Selectman Woolsey MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda removing #2,
SECONDED by Selectman Waddell.
VOTE:

4-0-0

Mr. Welch added that a petition came in late, from Smuttynose regarding their 25th
anniversary, on the 21st of Sept. p.m. to p.m. to be added to the consent agenda. Chairman
Griffin thanked Mr. Patten for attending the meeting. Sel. Woolsey made a motion to
approve, with the removal of #2 as she wished to discuss.
Chairman Griffin offered congratulation to Mr. Patton.
Sel. Woolsey discussed #2, the easement deed, and referenced the paragraph about poles,
stating she didn’t want the same issue that is happening to Church St. and others. She stated
she was dubious about it.
Selectman Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda #2, SECONDED by
Chairman Griffin.
VOTE:
V.

3-1(Woolsey)-0

Appointments
Chairman Griffin mentioned the good work of the Solid Waste Committee and Mr. Jacobs.
1. Chris Jacobs, DPW Director & Jen Hale Deputy DPW Director
a. Departmental update
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Mr. Jacobs offered the quarterly report. He discussed a new hire with more information to
follow and he also mention the transfer request of current employee Steve Vitale. He
mentioned it was bidding season, along with budgets and bids are out for snow plowing,
sidewalk snow removal, landfill monitoring services, compost removal, and brush grinding.
Ms. Hale offered updates on the current projects. The LED street light conversion lights are
arriving and installation is scheduled for fall, along with the submission of the energy rebate
paperwork. She discussed the second hazardous waste day has happened with 233
participants.
Ms. Hale discussed what is happening with Lafayette Road, as that project will not be
starting this fall, rather will start in the spring, but will be going out to bid in order to have as
much input as possible. She also discussed Mill Pond Dam, construction is complete. She
mentioned the Asbelt survey has been received and will be submitted to the State and will
complete the project. She discussed the asset management software, stating it is used on a
daily basis and there have been 262 service requests with 335 work orders just this year. She
also discussed it tracking all the work that is done, and she said they are very happy with it’s
continued use. She discussed the Grist Mill renovations, noting that Power Builders has
completed their work, and the project is complete, having used funds from a previous year’s
warrant article. She then discussed the Blacksmith building renovation, with the work
beginning in August. She mentioned they are first doing the needed foundation work. She
stated the Church Street Workforce Main project is done, just waiting on a few warranties
and minor items. It is running well. She mentioned the Park Ave. project is ongoing and
discussed the work with the pipe and the ledge and elevation adjustments, and working on
the Tuck field side running into more ledge. She discussed alerts should and when there will
be a traffic pattern change.
Ms. Hale discussed continuing to work on the wastewater treatment facilities upgrade. She
discussed DEA approval and going out to bid in the winter. She mentioned the Meadow
Pond/Hampton Harbor Studies are ongoing and there was a sensor problem, and discussed
working with UNH. She stated they hoped the draft report and recommendations should be
out the beginning of the next year. She mentioned waiting for grants and funding and the
project moving along.
Mr. Jacobs discussed departments and the highway department working on pothole and
pavement repairs. He mentioned an issue with the crack sealing and an upcoming meeting
about another possible material to use. He discussed Brock Paving and the paving schedule,
with a month’s holdup due to rainy weather. He mentioned the upcoming paving of Beach
Plum Way, Mill Road, Timber Swamp Road, West Ridge Drive, and Smith Road, along with
small roads and patching. He discussed the need to fix infrastructure before paving and the
needs for Lock Road.
Mr. Jacobs discussed vehicle maintenance and Sept. is inspection month. He mentioned the
stock report and the three vehicles that are benched at this time. He stated the Mack dump
truck should arrive sometime in October.
Mr. Jacobs discussed Sewer and Drain has been very busy, they are restoring drains and
cleaning drains, mains, and catch basins. He mentioned the problems that would arise if the
cleanings weren’t done. He mentioned the 338 Dig Safe notifications and 35 construction
inspections.
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Mr. Jacobs then discussed Wastewater Treatment Operations, with plant flow being at 55%
of what it was last year. He discussed being on track and the effect of rainstorm water
events. Mr. Jacobs mentioned sludge disposal also being on track but up somewhat with
3000 tons being disposed of this year. He mentioned an addition 75,000 gallons of septage
in, and being on track to be the same as last year.
Mr. Jacobs discussed meeting with Finest Kind Brewing over the summer, and talking about
the digesters they are installing with 2 of the 4 being installed. He mentioned an upcoming
operational inspection, with them in compliance and having full communication. He also
discussed requested reporting to Sel. Barnes.
Mr. Jacobs continued with discussing the transfer station, talking about burning brush and
that they won’t be doing that again. He discussed receiving the concrete blocks for the
residential drop off area which will happen in the fall. He mentioned refuse is up 146 tons
over last year, but down 160 tons in recycling. He discussed the contamination fee for
recycling, with us being on track for the $100,000.00 for the year. He discussed the Mack
sidearm trucks working really well. He also discussed how well it worked to lease the third
truck for peak period. He mentioned that he and Ms. Hale being on the Solid Waste
Committee and the good questions being asked. They are working on possible warrant
articles. He asked if there were any questions.
Sel. Woolsey mentioned carts, and asked about the cost of the first phase of the treatment
plant upgrade. Mr. Jacobs answered just over a million dollars. She asked where are they?
He answered the plans are at 60%. She asked for a ballpark of when the second phase would
start? He answered sending out to bid in Dec., opening bids in Jan. and hoping for a spring
start. Sel. Woolsey asked the cost for phase 2 and Mr. Jacobs answered that it has not been
formulated yet. They discussed upcoming timeframes. Sel. Woolsey asked about the bids
for the Park Ave. project. Ms. Hale discussed the contracts and the small inclusion of ledge
and that things would need to be changed if they run into more, but right now it is within the
Board approved amount. Sel. Woolsey asked about septage going to Exeter and
contaminants, with regard to Exeter drinking water. The consensus was it was not related.
Sel. Woolsey asked about the project at 236 Winnacunnet and if there were any run off issues
and if they were keeping an eye on it. Ms. Hale stated she was just there today. She stated
there is no indication of any issues. Mr. Jacobs mentioned how impressed he is with this
subdivision and the process, with grass there before any buildings. Sel. Woolsey asked about
the development in the Mary Batchelder, Timber Swamp area and if DPW is working with
the Planning Board. Ms. Hale detailed the process and stated they have been involved long
before anything gets to the Planning Board, and she discussed sewer and water being part of
Liberty Lane. Ms. Hale went on to say it is a condo association, meaning private roads,
drainage, water, sewer, and they are in charge of it themselves. Sel. Woolsey asked about the
wastewater agreement with Exeter and Mr. Jacobs answered it was just the Warner Lane,
Roberts Drive area. Sel. Woolsey thanked them for all they do.
Sel. Barnes asked about the LED light conversion being completed this fall and the answer
was yes it will be. She mentioned going to both hazardous waste days and they were both
well attended. She asked if the Church St. Force Main project has affected what we take in at
the WWTP. Mr. Jacobs discussed them getting less salt water in the process and it creating a
more uniform operation. Sel. Barnes mentioned memos received and asked about the sewer
plant upgrades including PFAS and sludge discussed. Mr. Jacobs said the upgrades do not
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include anything for PFAS because the State has not formulated guidelines for wastewater.
He continued with discussing possible State recommendations. Sel. Barnes asked about the
PFAS testing being eliminated this year due to the default budget and Mr. Jacobs stated that
was correct. Ms. Hale stated there is one round being done.
Sel. Barnes stated she wanted to discuss the memo regarding future challenges which was
done with the asset management software. Mr. Jacobs stated the memo was intended for
them to see where costs are and what will have to be addressed in the future. He discussed
how it would tie into what will end up being phase 2 of the treatment plant upgrade, with
what is completed before and is State required, and any future town development. Sel.
Barnes read items from the memo that she felt highlighted what needs to addressed going
forward, including replacement costs, the potential of moving DPW offices due to flooding
issues, depreciated assets and infrastructure, and replacing pavement and sewer lines. She
asked about additional capital reserves. Mr. Jacobs stated it was possible, as was increasing
the dollar amount of current ones. Sel. Barnes stated the memos were excellent and asked if
the Board would direct the Town Manager to send copies to the Planning, Zoning Boards,
and the Budget Committee.
Selectman Barnes MOTIONED to direct the Town Manager to send copies to the Planning,
Zoning Boards and the Budget Committee, SECONDED by Selectman Woolsey.
There was general discussion on if it was already done and DPW’ thoughts on it. Chairman
Griffin asked if the intent was to change from $300,000.00 to $600,000.00. Mr. Jacobs said
no, it was just a way for the Town to grasp that things have aged and need to be addressed,
referencing sewer drains. Chairman Griffin and Mr. Jacobs discussed the $12 million
infrastructure done years ago and it holding up in the beach area, and what still needs to be
done.
Chairman Griffin called for the vote on the motion.
VOTE:

4-0-0

Sel. Waddell stated great report. He discussed the memo about the future projects and a
previous I & I study. He mentioned the 100 year flood plan and the WWTP is in it, and we
are paying to upgrade it. Mr. Jacobs stated all essential items are above it, but the rest of the
DPW is in it, and he discussed future weather and flooding possibilities and DPW not being
about to sustain, and the need to make a plan.
There was general discussion regarding 9 years of talking about this issue, the $12 million
the Town voted for at the beach, and any future work and warrant articles being turned down
by the taxpayers. The discussion continued discussing prior year plans, warrant articles, and
prioritizing what is needed, letting the Board, the Budget Committee, and the taxpayers
deciding what is needed, using more and updated information from the asset management
reporting.
Chairman Griffin mentioned his trip to Florida during the hurricane and how the DPW works
down there. Sel. Woolsey asked if there were any improvement on recycling after all the
new notifications that are ongoing. Ms. Hale stated they are getting a lot of feedback and
discussed a possible future recycling committee and community efforts.
b. Bi-Centennial Wall update
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Ms. Hale stated the plans are still on the shelf. She stated the condition of the wall has not
changed. She stated it could be bid with date changes and permits had been received.
Chairman Griffin asked what was being recommended. Mr. Jacobs stated they feel it should
be voted on and taken care of now. Sel. Woolsey asked what effect the rising ocean will
have. Mr. Jacobs stated once done, Rt. 1A will be protected, and better than what is there
and protection for into the future.
Chairman Griffin discussed the DOT meeting he went to on climate change. He went over a
3 way plan that was discussed, using what is being done now, future building of seawalls,
and then buying people’s property so they are not on the water. Sel. Waddell mentioned the
shorelines of the past. Sel. Barnes asked about bidding for the wall and if local bids would
be accepted. Ms. Hale stated yes, they would have to be qualified, and she outlined the
vendor bid process. Mr. Jacobs discussed them having a bond for the project.
c. Smuttynose Agreement
Mr. Jacobs stated they had discussed a little earlier, and it being Finest Kinds Brewery, LLC.
He discussed their operational permit, and that they are doing what they have been asked to
do. Sel. Barnes mentioned the 3 months reports they have.
VI.

Town Manager’s Report
1. Work continues on the drainage improvements on Park Avenue. A large section of
ledge was encountered during the excavation process that has been removed. The
contractor successfully negotiated around both the sewer main and gas lines without
incident. Work continues. Please observe the detours and be cautious of men and
equipment in the roadway.
2. Unitil completed the work requested by the Board on King’s Highway within two days
of the request.
3. The MS-1 extension requested by the Selectmen was approved by the Department of
Revenue Administration. A repeat request may be necessary depending on the
completion of the revaluation.
4. ADA improvements at the Town Offices should be completed by October 18th
depending on the availability of contractors.
5. We want to extend a special thank you to the ladies and gentlemen of the Hampton
Garden Club for the great work they perform each summer around the Town Offices
and at various locations within the community. You make us look great. Thank you
for your outstanding work.
6. We have been awarded a certificate of appreciation from the Chamber of Commerce for
30 years of assistance with the Seafood Festival.
7. Signatures are needed for the previously vote on the withdrawal of funds from the
DPW Capital Reserve Fund
Sel. Barnes mentioned getting emails from residents on King’s Highway and she forwarded
them to the Town Manager. She asked if the ADA improvements are being funded in the
budget and Mr. Welch answered yes.
Sel. Waddell stated good report and discussed the driving on Park Ave.
mentioned the detours and everyone needs to be safe.
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VII.

New Business
1. Request to remove materials from Trustees of the Trust Fund’s website related to SEC
sanction of Warren Mackensen
Mr. Welch discussed the request he received from the Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
He mentioned the recommendation of the AG and the SEC.
Sel. Woolsey stated we are not here to rewrite history. She is opposed. Sel. Barnes said they
should leave it alone. Sel. Waddell said the same.
General consensus was to leave the materials.
2. Question of allowing Sports Betting
Mr. Welch stated it is an item that would go on as a warrant article. He mentioned he
believed it is a charitable event, and it is highly regulated by the State of NH.
Selectman Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE putting sports betting on as a warrant article,
SECONDED by Selectman Barnes.
Chairman Griffin stated he is in favor of it, especially it being regulated. He stated the
charities in line to benefit should still be able to get proceeds, and he stated that he believes
that Hampton residents should be considered before others. Sel. Waddell stated he thought it
was Hampton and Chairman Griffin stated it should be checked. Sel. Woolsey asked if it
would be a private citizen petition. Chairman Griffin stated it would be discussed. There
was general discussion on how the article would be presented and it being similar to Keno,
also using State legislation language. Mr. Welch stated he would get the statute, draft the
warrant article, and get it to the Board.
Chairman Griffin asked for a vote on going forward with Board support and Mr. Welch
drafting the warrant article. There was a show of hands.
VOTE:

3-1-0(Woolsey)

Sel. Woolsey asked for clarification on what was being voted on. Chairman Griffin stated
going forward and Mr. Welch drafting the warrant article and then she nodded and stated ok.
3. Other
Sel. Barnes mentioned neighborhoods coming forward about speeding issues. She stated she
asked them to send something in writing to the Town Manager and Chief of Police asking if
this was best. Mr. Welch agreed it was. She mentioned hearing it was residents doing the
speeding and complaints in writing may help. Chairman Griffin stated he thinks you’ll find it
happening in every town.
Sel. Barnes mentioned receiving something from Meals on Wheels and accompanying them
one day and that they are an excellent organization. Chairman Griffin mentioned the same
and highlighted that it says 31.0% of Hampton’s population is 60 or older and 9.7% is 65 and
above, most over 85, (335), and 493 have incomes of under $20,000.00. He stressed the need
to help the elderly as much as we can. Mr. Welch stated that they would be presenting a
warrant article to the Board for approval for the elderly exemption to increase the same
percentage as the revaluation they received.

09-09-19 BoS Minutes

Page 7 of 9

VIII.

Old Business
1. Exeter-Hampton Re-Treatment and Disposal of Wastewater Agreement
Mr. Welch discussed the agreement’s final draft and it being approved by Exeter and both
Town’s councils. He asked that he be able to send it to the State of NH for DES approval
and, if approved, it then it would go to the Attorney General for approval, and if approved, it
would come back to the Board for signatures.
Selectman Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Exeter-Hampton Re-Treatment and
Disposal of Wastewater Agreement, SECONDED by Chairman Griffin.
Sel. Woolsey asked for clarification on relevance and Mr. Welch stated Exeter is regulated
just as we are, we are two entities, and an inter-government agreement is needed.
Sel. Barnes stated the fees and that the have substantially increased. Mr. Welch stated the
reason being the Exeter mandate to rebuild its entire sewer treatment plant.
VOTE:

4-0-0

2. Hampton’s appointment to represent the Town to serve on the Commission on Drinking
Water established by HB 495, Chapter 329:1, Laws of 2019
Mr. Welch stated this is a requirement of State legislation, we are able to nominate someone
to represent, and the first meeting is at the end of the month.
Sel. Barnes stated her interest, but a prior commitment if meetings are on the fourth Friday of
the month. Chairman Griffin asked if it had to be a selectman. Mr. Welch stated it did not
say so. Chairman Griffin suggested it be put to the public to see if someone is interested, and
offered to please call the Town Manager’s office if you are.
3. Waiver of Interest under RSA 165:28 89 Hampton Trailer Park Map 210-003-089
Mr. Welch offered that this is a confusing situation, pertaining to a lien that was placed on a
mobile home in 1994 for $1,465.28, possibly for welfare assistance. The home was sold in
2003 and when the title search was done, the lien was not found, so it was not paid at that
time. It was sold again in 2014, with the same situation. The current owner came in to pay
the lien and found the interest charge to be $5000.00, and attempting to recoup the funds
from a title company from 2003 would be futile.
Selectman Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Waiver of Interest under RSA 165:28 89
Hampton Trailer Park Map 210-003-089, SECONDED by Selectman Woolsey.
VOTE:
IX.

4-0-0

Closing Comments
Sel. Woolsey stated she asked somebody why can’t we get the crosswalks on 1A painted
before summer season and she was told the State parks don’t have anything to do with that, it
is the DOT. She asked if there were someway we could ask to get them painted in a timely
manner. Chairman Griffin stated we have tried but we will contact them again.

X.

Adjournment
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Mr. Welch asked that before adjournment, they agree to go into non-meeting to discuss
collective bargaining.
At 20:37 PM, the Selectmen adjourned the meeting on the MOTION of Selectman Waddell,
SECONDED by Selectman Woolsey.
VOTE:

4-0-0

Rick Griffin, Chairman
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