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Town of Hampton

May 23, 2022
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

6:15 p.m.

Non-public Session RSA 91-A,3, II,(b)

At approximately 6:15 p.m. Sel Sawyer MOTIONED to go into a non-public session under
RSA 91-A:3,II,(b) personnel compensation, hiring, reputation, and litigation, SECONDED
by Sel. Bridle.
Roll call vote: Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Bridle: yes, Sel. Sawyer: yes, Sel. Hansen:
yes, Chairman Waddell: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0
PRESENT:

James Waddell, Chairman
Chuck Rage, Vice-chairman
Russell Bridle, Selectmen
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Amy Hansen, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager
Susan Lowery, Town Attorney

By Zoom North Hampton Representatives:

James Sununu, Selectman
Jim Maggiore, Selectman
Jonathan Pinette, Selectman
Dave Ciccalone, Water Commissioner
Kath Kilgore, Water Commissioner
Mike Tully, Town Administrator
Justin Richardson, Town Attorney
Dave Fox, Consultant
Bionostlan Ostrander, Consultant

Non-public session minutes [Sealed]:
At approximately 6:59 p.m. a MOTION was made by Sel. Sawyer, SECONDED by Sel.
Hansen to leave the non-public session and reconvene the public session.
Roll call vote: Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Bridle: yes, Sel. Sawyer: yes, Sel. Hansen:
yes, Chairman Waddell: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0
At approximately 6:58 PM, back in public session, Sel. Sawyer moved to seal the minutes of
the Non-Public Session, SECONDED by Sel. Bridle on the basis that disclosure of these
minutes would render the proposed action ineffective.
Roll call vote: Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Bridle: yes, Sel. Sawyer: yes, Sel. Hansen:
yes, Chairman Waddell: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0
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At 6:59 p.m. the Selectmen recessed the public session to the Selectmen’s Room.
At 7:01 p.m. Chairman Waddell reconvened the public session in the Selectmen’s Room.
PRESENT:

James Waddell, Chairman
Chuck Rage, Vice-chairman
Russell Bridle, Selectmen
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Amy Hansen, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
I.

Public Hearing RSA 31:95-b,III (a)
1. To apply for, accept, and expend unanticipated monies in amounts of $10,000 or
more from the following agencies in 2022: All Federal Grant funding sources,
State Grant funding sources and any other private grant funding sources.

TM Sullivan discussed.
Sel. Rage MOTION to APPROVE to apply for, accept, and expend unanticipated monies in
amounts of $10,000 or more from the following agencies in 2022: All Federal Grant funding
sources, State Grant funding sources and any other private grant funding sources,
SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
II.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]

Corinne Baker, 244 Exeter Road, discussed parking and traffic safety. She noted she is
opposed to resident only parking on the lettered streets and the numbered streets. She
discussed her reasonings. She discussed traffic lights, highlighting High Street and Mill
Road and the need for safe crossings. She suggested a traffic safety committee.
Bill Tonalfo, 27 B Street, noted the issues at the beach. He discussed article 7 from the past
ballot, relating banner display. He discussed the first amendment and the ACLU looking at
the matter.
III.

Announcements and Community Calendar

Sel. Hansen announced the Historical Society is hosting the Vikings event on June 4th.
Sel. Bridle announced Memorial Day is coming up with events planned.
Chairman Waddell asked for people to start behaving and driving safely.
IV. Approval of Minutes
1. May 9, 2022
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Minutes of May 9, 2022, SECONDED by Sel.
Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
V.

Consent Agenda
1. Donations Conservation Commission Rain Barrels:
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a Aquarian Water Company for $600 (value of rain barrels)
b Wicked Awesome Paint for $156 (value of paint)
c Wayne’s Autobody for $485 (value of sealcoating)
d Acceptance of proceeds of Rain Barrel Auction for $640
2. Donation to Summer Camp Program from Organic First for $500
3. Entertainment License:
Casino Ballroom; Finestkind Brewing/Smuttynose
Restaurant; North Beach Bar & Grill; Sea Ketch Restaurant; Wing-Itz
4. Parade & Public Gathering License: Ragnar Reach the Beach Relay 09/17/2022
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, SECONDED by Sel. Bridle.
VOTE: 5-0-0
VI. Appointments
1. Donna Bennett, Town Tax Collector
a Tax deeding
Ms. Bennett discussed the deeding for taxes that are three years overdue. She noted the
Selectman were given a list and discussed.
Sel. Hansen asked what deeding means and Ms. Bennett explained the process and options
available to the town.
Ms. Bennett asked for a waiver for property number #1 that has a payment plan in place. She
asked for a postponement for #3 & #4 until Sept. 5th. She noted that #5 & #6 are marsh land,
and she is asking for deeding on those as that is the normal procedure. She discussed the
difficulties of property #7 and asked for an extension to be able to try and get a payment plan
and noted the specifics.
Chairman Waddell noted that plenty of time is given to work out each situation and Ms.
Bennett agreed.
Sel. Bridle noted #7 not being ocean front.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #2 96 Mary Batchelder Road, the Town
of Hampton Board of Selectmen hereby waives the deeding of this property at this time per
RSA 80:38, ii-a because “in its judgement acceptance and ownership of the real estate would
subject the municipality to undesirable obligations or liability risks and would be contrary to
the public interest.”, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #3 51 Brown Ave., the Town of Hampton
Board of Selectmen hereby extends the deeding of this property at this time per RSA 80:38,
ii-a because “in its judgement acceptance and ownership of the real estate would subject the
municipality to undesirable obligations or liability risks and would be contrary to the public
interest.”, SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #4 Page Lane, the Town of Hampton
Board of Selectmen hereby extends the deeding of this property at this time per RSA 80:38,
ii-a because “in its judgement acceptance and ownership of the real estate would subject the
municipality to undesirable obligations or liability risks and would be contrary to the public
interest.”, SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
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Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #5 Marsh, the Town of Hampton Board of
Selectmen hereby deeds this property, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #6 Spring Marsh, the Town of Hampton
Board of Selectmen hereby deeds this property, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE regarding #7 38 Thorwald Avenue of Tax
Collector’s deeding list, the Town of Hampton Board of Selectmen hereby extends the
deeding of this property at this time per RSA 80:38, ii-a because “in its judgement
acceptance and ownership of the real estate would subject the municipality to undesirable
obligations or liability risks and would be contrary to the public interest.”, SECONDED by
Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
2. Kristi Pulliam, Finance Director * Moved to another meeting due to computer
issues.
a Monthly Financials
3. Chief Hobbs & Dep. Chief Reno, Police Department
a Department Update
Chief Hobbs discussed the events of the past weekend and the large gathering at the beach,
highlighting increased staffing and the plan to disperse the group. He discussed arrests and
noted the many agencies that assisted. He discussed not wanting to dwell on the negative
and noted the many great things about Hampton Beach. He noted that they were very vocal
that we will not tolerate disruptive behavior.
Sel. Sawyer noted a nice job and asked if they needed anything from the Board. The Chief
discussed the need for a long-term solution. He discussed part time officers is not the
answer.
TM Sullivan asked how many they planned on and how many did they have to call in. Dep.
Reno noted about forty-eight to start and they ended up with over 100. Chief Hobbs noted
the need to coordinate with state partners. He discussed outside agencies work great, but
they cannot force them to come here.
Sel. Hansen noted her appreciation for the force and glad that all came home safe. She noted
the bigger issue and it being a priority for them to work on.
Sel. Bridle discussed helping to facilitate the discussions with whoever they need to talk to.
He noted the excellent job that was done by them. There was general discussion on all that
was happening at the beach that weekend.
Sel. Rage noted it was good to see all the help they had. He noted not seeing the Sheriff’s
Department. He discussed the families and good people there and noted what ever the police
need, they will help. He noted that they did an amazing job, and no one got hurt.
Chairman Waddell stated that the Board supports the department 100%. He discussed that
they would help with whatever is needed and they did a phenomenal job. He agreed that the
majority of people are positive.
TM Sullivan noted he will be in touch with the Chief.
Chief Hobbs discussed the response from our own people, noting he was so proud of how
they stepped up.
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Sel. Bridle reiterated that we do not want people to burn out this early.
Chief Hobbs discussed that they had received some additional grant funding, from the Office
of Highway Safety. He was requesting of the Board the permission to accept the funding
which will be for equipment and listed and explained such. He noted the amount of funds
and the match from the town.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the acceptance of grant from the Office of Highway
Safety in the amount of $47,718.00 with the Town of Hampton matching funds of
$15,249.24, and to allow the Chairman and the Town Manager to sign documentation,
SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 5-0-0
Chief Hobbs discussed documents to sign. Sel. Sawyer asked to include that language in his
amendment, (is included above).
The Chief and Deputy Chief introduced the department’s new Detective Sergeant, Chris
Keyser. The Chief discussed he is the lead instructor for firearms, noting his research on
updating the firearms program.
b

Purchase request for Firearms

Det. Sgt. Keyser presented a power point slide presentation of the firearms program,
including training and weapons. He discussed Red Dot sighting systems and training. He
noted discussions on calibers. He discussed a list of improvements when using Red Dot and
explained each. He presented a slide of, and further discussed, caliber transition and the
reasonings for such. He showed slides and gave reasons for the weapons they have chosen.
Sel. Hansen asked if there were any cons in going to this system. Det. Sgt. Keyser discussed
maintenance. She asked if they fit in the belts ok and the answer was, they would need new
holsters.
TM Sullivan discussed ARPA funding and his recommendation we use that for this purpose.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Firearms purchase, SECONDED by Sel.
Hansen. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Waiver of the Town’s purchase policy Chapter
718, Section 718-5-1, as sole source, for the Firearms purchase, SECONDED by Sel. Rage.
VOTE: 5-0-0
Chairman Waddell asked about speeding tickets. Chief Hobbs noted their biggest complaint
is the speeding in town and suggested if people have complaints to call the department. He
noted they will put out extra patrols. Dep. Reno discussed calls for service and motor vehicle
stops and noted monitoring.
Sel. Bridle asked about parking enforcement and if there was enough help and the answer
was yes. Sel. Rage noted they are on top of it and doing a great job.
Sel. Sawyer discussed an email he received regarding racing happening up at the North
Shore, and the request for a speed bump. He noted it is a state road. Sel. Hansen noted she
received the same and offered the same response.
Sel. Rage noted all the stops are being done with a smaller force than they usually have.
4. Mark Olson for Kevin McDevitt, 35 Dumas Avenue
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a

Hold Harmless Agreement: Pavers & landscaping in right-of-way, to authorize

TM Sullivan discussed the particulars of the situation and agreement.
Mark Olson, 75 Mill Road, spoke on behalf of Kevin McDevitt, noting 35 Dumas Ave. is a
recently renovated property. He noted the right of way and noted the property owner’s desire
to put down cobblestone.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to AUTHORIZE the pavers & landscaping in the right-of-way and
APPROVE the Hold Harmless Agreement, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Rage asked if the were any issues with any of the neighbors. Mr. Olson discussed that
abutters were notified, and no one came out for or against.
Sel. Hansen asked about the exact location referencing the paperwork, and it was pointed out.
Mr. Olson noted the certificate of insurance.
VOTE: 5-0-0
VII. Town Manager’s Report
1. The DNCR will be holding their annual meeting on June 1st.
2. We have been contacted about a crosswalk on High Street, near Tobey Street. It
has been sent to DPW and looking for the Board’s support should they agree.
Sel. Hansen asked what DNCR was, and the Town Manager noted, Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Crosswalk at High and Tobey area, dependent on
DPW recommendations, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
3. The Historical Society is looking to put signs up regarding their Viking event and
are asking Board approval to do so.
Sel. Hansen MOTIONED to APPROVE the Signage for the Historical Society’s Event on
June 4th, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0
4. The PTA has an event on June 4th, and they would like a food truck present.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Presence of a Food Truck under Ordinance
628:10-11, at the PTA event on June 4th or rain date of June 5th, SECONDED by Sel. Hansen.
VOTE: 5-0-0
5. We have received an estimate from Dir. Hale regarding parking signs, of between
$9 and $10 thousand dollars, for the lettered streets.
6. The Police Department has requested a change in the designation of Epping Ave.,
they are asking it to be declared a Fire lane under Town Ordinance 805:41.
Sel. Sawyer questioned who was asking, noting statutes. The Town Manager noted the
authority is the Board or the Fire Chief. There was general discussion. Sel. Rage asked
about location.
Consensus was to hold off till next meeting for more information on location and Fire Chief
input.
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7. We have received notice that the Rational Taxpayers of Hampton is disbanding. I
thank Mr. Silberdick and Mr. Znoj for all their efforts and wish them the best.
Sel. Hansen asked about Article 31 for traffic safety and asked for an update. TM Sullivan
noted they are discussing options for the funds and will come to the Board with that. Sel.
Hansen mentioned solar signs, possibly ordering some to support our police department in
their efforts to curtail speeding. They discussed further and the Town Manager mentioned a
possible committee, noting we used to have a Highway Safety committee. Sel. Hansen
reiterated supporting the police.
Sel. Bridle noted we should order the signs for the lettered streets and discussed the prior
board decision to do so. There was general discussion on a motion and that there was a prior
vote.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Purchase of Signs for the lettered streets, and to
get that done, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Rage discussed there was an offer from the Village District to pay $1800.00 toward the
purchase. There was general discussion.
VOTE: 5-0-0
VIII. Old Business
1. Crack Sealing Bid Update/Acceptance
TM Sullivan described a bid not considered in error. He asked the Board to withdraw the
previous award so they may reconsider all bids.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the WITHDRAWAL of the Crack Sealing Bid for
Reconsideration, SECONDED by Sel. Hansen. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Bridle discussed the naming of something in honor of Renny Cushing. He noted that
Winnacunnet High School is naming the auditorium after him, referencing that he was school
moderator.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE to SUPPORT the naming of the Winnacunnet High
School Auditorium after Renny Cushing, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Sawyer brought up the public comment policy. He discussed that at a prior time, public
comment was limited to items on the agenda. He asked the Board for discussion.
Sel. Rage noted it is 3 minutes, he does not agree with limiting it to agenda only.
Sel. Hansen agreed they should be allowed to come and speak on whatever for the 3 minutes.
Sel. Bridle noted being torn, noting sometimes it gets off topic.
Chairman Waddell noted also being torn, sticking to the agenda would be good, but we open
ourselves up to free speech issues. There was general discussion on having to have public
comment.
Sel. Sawyer reiterated his position and discussion with the resident bringing it up. He
discussed better control of people’s time to only 3 minutes.
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TM Sullivan discussed restricting what people say can get murky and he is following the
situation with school boards and such. He recommended keeping public comment as is and
sticking to the 3 minutes.
Sel. Rage noted the agenda being completed days before the meeting.
TM Sullivan reiterated his position.
Sel. Bridle noted it is not a question-and-answer time.
TM Sullivan noted working with the Town attorney for language to add to the agenda.
Sel. Rage noted all selectmen are accessible by email, letters, or stopping on the street for a
discussion.
Sel. Hansen discussed it is good to let people speak their peace.
IX. New Business
1. Cemetery Improvements – Epoch Preservation Invoice
a Hampton Cemetery Association Trust
TM Sullivan discussed the restoration project.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE paying the invoice, using funds from the Hampton
Cemetery Association Trust, SECONDED by Sel. Rage.
Sel. Hansen asked about a warrant article and the answer was, it is separate from this.
VOTE: 5-0-0
2. DPW request for Pedestrian Safety Traffic Study Town Center Lights
TM Sullivan discussed the issue and noted there are not adequate signals, noting DPW
recommends the study. He noted funding from the warrant article at approximately
$8500.00.
Sel. Hansen asked about the recent land purchase and possible homes, and if it is effective
timing to do now. TM Sullivan noted it good timing as any solutions could be worked with
the Planning Board and/or the developers. They discussed further.
Chairman Waddell referenced the public comment regarding High and Mill street. There
was general discussion.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Pedestrian Safety Traffic Study Town Center
Lights, and to authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Tec Engineering,
SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Hansen asked for discussion on the speeding signs and helping the police department.
TM Sullivan noted he will get some numbers, and that he will discuss with DPW.
3. Cemetery Plot purchase waiver
TM Sullivan discussed the request from an individual who is not a Hampton resident. He
noted that the individual would like to purchase a plot for decedents who were residents at
their time of passing.
Sel. Bridle discussed the long time Hampton family.
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Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Cemetery Plot purchase waiver for the Zitride
Family, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0
4. Seafood Festival Sidewalk Vendors Application/Permit
TM Sullivan discussed the process and asked if the Board would like to charge a fee for such.
Sel. Rage noted before the festival, there was sidewalk sale weekend and there was no charge
then. There was general discussion on whether there were payments.
Consensus was to keep it the same.
X.

Closing Comments

Sel. Bridle noted disagreeing with Mr. Silberdick at times, but he always made us think. He
thanked him and wished him all the best. Sel. Sawyer and Chairman Waddell noted they
agreed.
XI. Adjournment
At 20:24 p.m., Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting., SECONDED by Sel.
Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0

James Waddell, Chairman
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