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September 21, 2015 

PRESENT: Rick Griffin, Chairman 

Rusty Bridle, Vice-Chairman 

Mary-Louise Woolsey, Selectman  

Phil Bean, Selectman  

Jim Waddell, Selectman 

Jamie Sullivan, Assistant Town Manager 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

I. Public Comment Period (4:27) 

John Nyhan:  wants to let everyone know that during the last year, the Fire Department has 

turned around and the Fire Inspector, Fire Chief Jamie and the Secretary Stephanie are doing 

a wonderful job.  Wants the old Shell property (corner Route 1 and Winnacunnet Road) to be 

cleaned up, it is an eyesore for Downtown. 

Chairman Griffin:  the Town Manager did notify the owner and they do not intend to do 

anything. 

Brian Latham:  I mentioned in the paper a few weeks ago about the protocol.  My intention 

was I felt it was unnecessary as spelled out in the RSA’s.  Spoke with Mr. Welch before he left 

for vacation and cleared it up with him; I want us all to work together as it is going to be a long 

fall and will do everything in my power to see that we try to get along; between the Selectman 

and the Budget Committee. 

II. Announcements and Community Calendar (9:03) 

Selectman Waddell:  Many positive things going on in Town, it is crucial to tone down our 

rhetoric amongst individuals, amongst boards; work more cooperatively; there will always be 

differences but I am sure we can get along and am sure we can move our agendas forward 

much better. 

Selectman Bridle:  remind everyone over the next few weeks construction will be going on 

downtown; will be working nights; be patient with Public Works and the construction 

company. 

Selectman Woolsey:  received a letter from the school district; will be a Public Forum at the 

Eastman Gym, September 24, 2015 at 7 p.m. 

Selectman Bean:  great Town; fabulous summer; great leaders; many young people; daycares 

are full; give the Town a strong A.
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III. Consent Agenda (13:50) 

 

 

Selectman Woolsey MOTIONED to move the Consent Agenda SECONDED by Selectman 

Bridle. 

VOTE: 5-0-0 

IV. Appointments (14:12) 

 

 Experience Hampton 2020 Update 

Mr. Nyhan:  the 2020 fund is an economic development engine of Experience Hampton; 

received donations from businesses and individuals in the community and the project is the 

pathway between the Town parking lot and Route 1 next to Greg’s Bistro; prepared detailed 

plan and established a project team; the pathway is privately owned but the Town has a right-

of-way. 

Mr. Olson:  it is a narrow alley serviced by the Town of Hampton; wants to provide better 

lighting; make it safe; pavement, lighting, gateway. 

Mr. Nyhan:  Kevin Schultz met with us this morning; gave input and ideas, and gives his full 

support to the project.  We took out an insurance police for liability; Town partnering with this 

project pending the Town manager and the board of selectmen and would provide the 

following services:   

 
 
 
 

 Request for Cooperative Agreement for the 2015 Economic Downtown 

Development Project 

We will provide pathway lighting similar at fire station; curbing landscaping; two lighted 

arbors; pavers will come in to install pavers not hot top; plan to kick off project week of 

October 5 completing by October 30; would like the Board of Selection to take a formal vote 

of approval for this to take place and to indicate in vote of approval your support behind this 

project including the involvement of your departments including DPW, Planning and Building 

Inspection Office. 

Selectman Bridle:  thinks this is a great project; start to dress up downtown, sidewalk in bad 

shape and hazardous trip areas. 

Selectman Woolsey:  are you talking pervious pavers?  Mr. Olson:  at this point, we do not 

know if there are going to be any drainage issues; it is a tight pavement, a durable pavement. 

Selectman Woolsey:  that area certainly needs cleaning up, that looks terrific great job. 



09-21-15 BOS Minutes Page 3 of 8 

Selectman Bean:  thank you for the presentation.  

Selectman Waddell:  phenomenal idea; it will really help to attract people to park there and go 

Downtown. 

Chairman Griffin:  this project has been mentioned many times in the past, and is great that it 

is going forward.     

Selectman Bridle MOTIONED to Approve the Cooperative Agreement for the 2015 Economic 

Downtown Development Project SECONDED by Selectman Woolsey. 

VOTE: 5-0-0 

Selectman Woolsey:  are you going to mention the meeting with Chris Sununu on September 

29, 2015? 

Mr. Nyhan:  On September 29, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., in the room upstairs at the Seashell, the NH 

DOT will be hosting a regional meeting on the 10-year transportation plan; the presentations 

are throughout the state; Chris Sununu will be the host.  There are two items on the agenda 

having to do with Hampton:  the bridge and the reconstruction of Ocean Boulevard.   

V. Old Business (30:26) 

 

Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  the schedule went out September 28 for Parks & 

Recreation and DPW; October 5th Police & Fire; September 30 for remaining budgets. 

Selectman Bridle:  the Town manager has come up with a list on how he wants to do it and it 

works, we can get it done; if we find out there are more questions we can come back a different 

night. 

Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  the Town Manager has kept the budget, as near to zero 

increase over last year as possible and any other issues we have had discussions about; those 

items would be move to warrant articles; the discussion of warrant articles will be at another 

date. 

Selectman Woolsey:  was concerned because the size of the DPW would be tricky to try to 

squeeze them into one night with another department. 

Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  the Town Manager feels that given the lack differential 

from last year, he feels confident that you will be work through it efficiently.  If need be we 

can always schedule more for another night. 

Selectman Woolsey:  we will not be making a budget we will be preparing a statement of 

requested expenditures and anticipated revenues; the Budget Committee makes the budget. 

Selectman Bean:  I think the warrant article maneuver for the voters to choose what they want 

for their Town is a great idea.  Voters can take a hard look at what they want; it gives the 

budget a little breathing room; $26,000,000 budget; we have some union negotiations, costs 

that we cannot control that are mandated by law; I do not see any reason to meet excessively. 

Selectman Waddell:  I agree with what Rusty said, if we need additional time we can extend it 

or ask for another session. 

Chairman Griffin:  I also agree to that. 
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Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  I asked the DPW Director to put together a tentative 

schedule. 

Director Jacobs:  I did a little research in going back through Theresa’s records through 2007 

and it appears to start on or about November 1st and runs for approximately 1-2 weeks, but last 

year they were still picking up leaves on November 17th and 18th.  It has been a drier summer 

and may start sooner, if they drop earlier, we will react to it; if they drop like they normally do 

we would stick with the first or second week; the leaf truck just follows the refuse trucks 

picking up.  If we receive calls asking for pick up so we just write the addresses down and go 

get them.  We would like to stick with the first to second week, but if we need to go earlier, 

we will. 

Chairman Griffin:  this is a good chance to develop a positive feedback from the community; 

you have the right idea that this is how it should be.  Director Jacobs:  it is the same with the 

Christmas trees; some take them down the day after and others keep them up until they are a 

hazard; the people will call and say where there are trees and we will just go over and get them. 

Selectman Bridle:  I think Chris has done a great job running his department so far, he has a 

plan, and we need to let him follow it. 

Selectman Woolsey:  I asked about this because I hate to see bags of leaves lying around; 

November seemed somewhat late. 

Selectman Bean:  great job starting the project on High Street 

Selectman Waddell:  you are doing a good job. 

Selectman Woolsey:  some people from Hampton went to the Brentwood Hazardous Waste 

Disposal; are we going to have our own Hazardous Waste?  Director Jacobs:  Five residents 

went to Brentwood, they did not send us a bill, and yes, we are going to have our own in the 

spring. 

Selectman Woolsey:  what are we going to do as a Board to thank an employee that worked 

for this Town for 37 years?  Chairman Griffin:  please bring that up when the Town Manager 

is here and ask him. 

VI. New Business (44:37) 

 

Director Jacobs:  we put in a new press a few years ago, but at the time did not have enough to 

order a new pump; this pump was recommended by the Fournier press company and the 

company would install a new pump and at the end of 150 days if we do not like it, they will 

remove it and we pay $2,500 cleaning fee, or if we like the pump, we pay $19,005; proprietary 

sole source item, comes only from Penn Valley; did not go out to bid; it is over the $15,000 

limit. 

Selectman Waddell:  there is nobody else that makes it?  Director Jacobs:  not this particular 

pump, the staff is impressed with this pump, helps us maintain the cake percentage; 30% more, 

more water is squeezed out less we paid to Waste Management. 
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Selectman Bridle:  the Director really did his homework on this.  Director Jacobs:  I give the 

credit to Mike Dube, who did all the legwork on this.  Selectman Bridle:  kudos to Mike; the 

WWTP has been designed to have that specific pump; there is potential savings with this pump 

and I think we should go for it. 

Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  you are getting a 150 days test drive for small money; this 

is an outstanding opportunity for us. 

Selectman Woolsey:  I was surprised that we did not do this pump when we put the press in, 

great that you are going this route to pair up with its proper equipment.  Director Jacobs:  there 

were a number of other things on the list including this pump, which were not in the warrant 

article. 

Selectman Bean:  great work, purchasing policy sections well noted. 

Chairman Griffin:  have done a great job with the help of Mike Dube. 

Selectman Bean MOTIONED to Approve the Agreement for 150-Day Demonstration of 

Sludge Pump WWTP and the Purchasing Policy Waivers Sections: 718-3; 718-4.A; 718-16 

SECONDED by Selectman Woolsey. 

VOTE: 5-0-0 

Selectman Woolsey:  you are comfortable with the auction items, and the six items to be kept.  

Director Jacobs:  yes. 

Selectman Woolsey:  storm water drainage pipe from Lafayette Road going toward the B & M 

Property; has this been taken care of.  Director Jacobs:  it is in the process, to being completed. 

Selectman Woolsey:  we had some mix ups on the asphalt paving; the paving bid was put out 

on May 4th and we got the figure of $105,000 and I thought that sounded funny; we granted a 

waiver for less than 3 bids; I think a follow up request to waive the bid process or to explain. 

Director Jacobs:  when I requested permission to do Towle Farm Road, part of the discussion 

was that Exeter Road would take $320,000 and we spent about $310,000; where the difference 

occurred was they put in for 1500 square yards in the bid, we actually milled 15,000 square 

yards; unit price was held and the quantity amounts did change.  I will give you a summation 

memo to close out that project. 

Chairman Griffin:  went down Exeter Road today and it really looks wonderful. 

Selectman Woolsey:  the air handling system, is it all installed yet?  Director Jacobs:  have to 

ask Mike. 

Selectman Woolsey:  Dalton Road that is still private correct.  Director Jacobs:  the Town has 

not accepted that.  Selectman Woolsey:  do you keep track of when the bond is released.  

Director Jacobs:  the bond has long been released on that one; Legal department is handling 

that. 

Assistant Town Manger:  Planning and Legal deal with the bonds. 

Chairman Griffin:  all Mrs. Woolsey’s questions in the email were all answered, and the 

Assistant Town Manager sent an email response to her. 
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Assistant Town Manager Sullivan:  this is a donation that Smuttynose would like to make to 

the Town to help with recreation programs and would recommend that the Board vote to accept 

the donation 

Selectman Woolsey:  I assume you received the emails that I forwarded to you from the woman 

who had the complaint about closing off the roads for the race. 

Selectman Bridle:  yes and we discussed that back in the spring when we talked about this then. 

Selectman Waddell MOTIONED to Approve the Acceptance of $1,000 Donation from 

Smuttynose Rockfest Half Marathon/5K SECONDED by Selectman Bridle.  

VOTE: 5-0-0 

Selectman Woolsey:  yes, did any one watch the Budget Committee meeting on the 15?, am 

going to make a motion, but first want to make a couple of comments on the Selectman to the 

Budget Committee not arriving on time. 

Selectman Bean:  point of order. I am the Budget Representative; I will brief the Budget 

Committee.  Chairman Griffin:  let her have her say.  Selectman Bean:  Mr. Chairman I have 

an appointment.  

Selectman Woolsey:  see he picks up his toys and leaves, that is what he did. 

Chairman Griffin:  Mrs. Woolsey do you want to comment?  Selectman Woolsey:  I have a 

comment; we have a significant problem with the Budget Committee I think, he is not attending 

many meetings, arriving late; I am going to make a motion. 

Chairman Griffin:  please make your motion.  Selectman Woolsey:  wait one minute.  

Chairman Griffin:  please make your motion.  

Selectman Woolsey:  I am a confounded member of this Board and I am going to say what I 

came here to say; the Budget Committee has powers that are stipulated in RSA 32; it does not 

stipulate to the Budget Committee, how it conducts its meetings and how it arrives at its 

conclusions; my sense is the Budget Committee, that they may be on the cusp of saying phooey 

we are tired of the disrespect and they could literally convene in October, sit down, set a lump 

sum figure to go to the deliberative session and there is nothing to stop them from doing that. 

Selectman Waddell:  point of order, I am not here to deal with assumptions. 

Chairman Griffin:  you do not have the floor Mrs. Woolsey:  I would like to point out to you 

that you were the Budget Committee representative and you chose to give it up.  Selectman 

Woolsey:  because of disrespect from this Board, I would like to make a motion. 

Chairman Griffin:  you make your motion. 

Selectman Woolsey MOTIONED to remove Mr. Bean as our representative to the Municipal 

Budget Committee  

Chairman Griffin:  this is your specialty, removing people.  Selectman Woolsey:  yes, when 

they act in certain fashions. 

Selectman Woolsey MOTIONED to remove Mr. Bean as our representative to the Municipal 

Budget Committee and ask Mr. Bridle who does not lose his temper and stalk out, ask to take 

over as our representative; I think what is happening at this point in time is an egregious breach 

of the public trust; don’t all the hands go up at once. 
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Chairman Griffin:  I would like to point out that Mr. Pierce voiced his opinion that he 

[Selectmen Bean] actually does not have to be there.  I do not think it is fair anyone to assume 

and do not think it is ever fair for you speak for other people unless they have given you a 

piece of paper signed that you are speaking for them; otherwise you should not be speaking for 

the Budget Committee; you are not on the Budget Committee. 

Selectman Woolsey:  I am not speaking for the Budget Committee; I am telling you that what 

I am observing is a disgrace. 

Chairman Griffin:  is there a second to the motion?  There is no second to your motion. 

Selectman Woolsey:  the representative from this Board is supposed to sit there; this is a 

disgrace and do not say I did not warn you.  Now we can run home and watch football, great. 

Chairman Griffin:  do you like football that much that you want to run home?   

Selectman Woolsey:  no, I assume you do  

Chairman Griffin:  I do not watch football Mrs. Woolsey, and again you are talking for other 

people, please.  

VII. Closing Comments (1:09:58) 

Selectman Waddell:  we are just getting distracted; we are not dealing with the Town’s business 

and that is what we are here to do.  We are not here to make assumptions of what other Boards 

might do or not do; we are not here to be throwing daggers at people.  If there is a problem 

with the representative to the Budget Committee, the Chairman should look into it and if there 

is no requirement that they spend an exact amount of time at the Budget Committee, then that 

it; it can watched on TV, it can be watched on streaming video.  I was the Selectman’s rep last 

year and I had a very difficult time sitting through the meetings that just seemed to go on and 

on; I do not want to talk about other committees though, but that is not the way it should be.  

We should be minding our own business and our own responsibilities. 

Selectman Bridle:  we have set up a process.  There were some accusations made at that 

meeting and I am not going to get into them.  I noticed we had some questions from the IT 

sub-committee that were answered in a very timely manner; that is the way the process is 

supposed to work, there is a whole lot to do about nothing with a lot of this stuff.  Mrs. Woolsey 

has talked about rolling stock once or a thousand times and we do not even know what rolling 

stock the Public Works is looking to get rid of.  We have not got that in the budget yet, how 

can we have questions on stuff being replaced we do not even know yet.  We have department 

heads that we have asked to do their budgets, they are coming through on a new process; let 

that work; let us work this down and let cooler heads prevail and let us move forward. 

Selectman Bean:   thank you for letting me come back; I had to cancel an appointment; 

apparently, Mrs. Woolsey did not get the memo from our discussions on what we started the 

meeting tonight.  It is a great Town and there is not a problem with the Budget Committee; I 

have a job I listened to the SAU 90 director and finance director at the Budget Committee and 

I thought it was a great presentation.  I spoke with you prior to the meeting as I always do, you 

had no information request and nobody on the Board had any information request; there is a 

good reason because there is no budget yet.  Some people like to meet, perhaps like Mrs. 

Woolsey and argue, and sue people, and complain, and whine, and drive people off Boards and 

fire Chairman; but that day is gone, there was an election and people are not tolerating that 
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anymore.  As the budget does come into play, we had Mr. Lapham in here tonight; he is looking 

forward to working together, as I am.  We engage in professional communications in this 

Town; we engage in good intentions; we treat each other with respect, except for Mrs. Woolsey 

and her cohorts; we don’t work for that “got you moment on camera”, we don’t try to make 

people look bad and it is just not that complicated; the budget process is just not that 

complicated.  What is complicated is being a firefighter.  What is complicated is being a police 

officer.  What is complicated is what Chris Jacobs just talked about to us.  What is complicated 

is running a family in this Town, making your household work.  None of the stuff Mrs. 

Woolsey talks about, we are all tired of her, there will be an election in March.  I will participate 

in the meetings and act as a conduit for any information.  Last year the Budget Committee at 

the 11th hour slashed $700,000 from the budget.  Our representative last year, did you ever hear 

anything until the motion was made? 

Selectman Waddell:  No. 

Selectman Bean:  so he sat through all those meetings and they slashed $700,000; so you can 

sit in meetings all you want with last year’s Budget Committee, but when they slash $700,000, 

you do not even hear about it.  I would call that a waste of time, I would call that a lack of 

respect and there was no communication, and this is a municipal platform.  I do not listen to 

what Mrs. Woolsey has to say, I do not listen to her editorials; it is old news, it is bad news 

and it is not good for this Town.  I want to thank you for the couple of moments you did allow 

me to speak tonight, and I thank my other two board of selectman members. 

Chairman Griffin:  To answer Mrs. Woolsey question, I watched the Budget Meeting from 

beginning to the end; and when Billy Lally was the Selectmen Rep he did not go to the 

meetings, there was not a controversy about that, as he was personal attacked by members. 

Selectmen Woolsey:  that was a comment by Mr. Silberdick.   

Chairman Griffin: I did not want to say that.  I speak with Ms. Latimer and I have no problem 

with anyone on the Budget Committee; we have done what we are supposed to do; this Board 

has set a course and we have tried to follow it.  I have people calling day and night asking for 

comments about what Budget Committee members say; everyone is entitled to say what they 

want, and I think it is all going to work out just fine. 

VIII. Adjournment  

Selectman Bean MOTIONED to adjourn this meeting at 20:15PM SECONDED by Selectman 

Waddell. 

VOTE: 5-0-0 

 

      

Chairman 


