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HAMPTON PLANNING BOARD

Draft Minutes

AUGUST 18, 2010 – 7:00 p.m.


PRESENT:

Mark Loopley, Chair





Fran McMahon, Vice Chair





Keith Lessard





Mark Olson, Clerk





Rick Griffin, Selectman Member





Tracy Emerick





Robert Viviano





James Steffen, Town Planner

ABSENT: 




CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Loopley began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. by introducing the Board members and leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

I. ATTENDING TO BE HEARD



10-035      597 Lafayette Road         



Map: 126    Lot: 056



Applicant:  Suhail Bhatti



Owner of Record: Menashe Cohen



Change of Use: Oriental Rug Store

APPLICANT Suhail Bhatti appeared.  He is a rug merchant.  The change of the use of the building is that a low impact retail store will be brought in.  It used to be a video gallery.   He would like to make it a rug store.  There are 27 parking spots.  There are parking spaces also for the handicapped.  There will be no footprint change to the building.

BOARD

Mr. Emerick and Mr. Viviano stated it was a retail store before so they did not feel a change of use is needed.  They do not see a problem with the location becoming an Oriental rug store.  

MOTION by Mr. Emerick to approve the change of use.

SECOND by Mr. Viviano.

   VOTE: 7 – 0 – 0



MOTION PASSED.

· Cliff Sinnott – Rockingham Planning Commission - Analysis of Workforce Housing Compliance for Hampton


Cliff Sinnott and Brian Groth appeared.  Mr. Sinnot stated that Mr. Groth did the bulk of the work on the Hampton project.  Last year Mr. Steffen asked if the Rockingham Planning Commission could help review Hampton's Zoning Ordinance to see whether the Town needs to comply and what kinds of changes are needed to meet the requirements.


Mr. Sinnott stated there are three parts:  


First,  review the requirements of the law.  

Second, determine if the Town is required to comply and if there is an exemption in the law.  
Third, go through the Ordinances and make recommendations.


The NH Housing Finance Authority gave a guidebook “Meeting the Workforce Housing…”.  Mr. Sinnott passed that information out to everybody in the Board along with a video.


Mr. Groth started with the power point presentation.


Basic Requirements of RSA 674:59 (box in hand out) was discussed.  (Page 1).

Exemptions were discussed (Page 1 of handout).  


Estimating Regional Housing (Page 1 of  handout).


Mr. Loopley asked to describe “region”.  Mr. Sinnott stated it goes from Portsmouth to Salem and as far north as Epping and that it includes 27 Towns.


It is not low income housing.  It is not “affordable” housing – it's “workforce”.


Mr. Lessard asked how it's all figured out.  Maintenance is not included.  Utilities are included if one is a renter.  Mr. Sinnott stated it's a different set of standards.


Hampton is in the Portsmouth-Rochester column for Area Income Limits.  Purchase Prices in our area are $261,000.00, which is the most expensive one could afford, but still be workforce housing available.  The rental figure for Hampton is $1,100.00 (based on 3-person household-2 bedroom).


Mr. Groth discussed where Hampton is at in this situation.  He started with Hampton's Local Housing Need.


The intent of workforce housing is for stable housing, not for summer jobs and for people to work elsewhere for winter months. Regional housing looks at year-round housing only. No seasonal houses are included in the numbers.


To get the market value, it is figured by assessed value over sale price.  Assessments were obtained from 2008 figures.


Mr. Sinnott said the law says that you’re deemed to be in compliance if you reach your need in the foreseeable future and today.  Hampton does not meet its future needs today.


We are meeting 2006's need, but not 2015’s need.    We don't have current data.  We need to be ahead of the curve.  


Mr. McMahon stated the basic requirements...Item #2 of criteria.  


Mr. Steffen stated relative to the regional need, the State didn't consider Hampton being a seasonal/resort Town.  He asked how the State arrives at seasonal.  Mr. Sinnott stated Hampton supplies work during the winter also.  The State is saying you can't stand in the way of workforce housing.  


Mr. Groth discussed Regulatory Compliance.


Being built-out was discussed by Mr. Lessard.  Mr. Sinnott stated the law does not have to void valid zoning restrictions.


How rentals get monitored was asked by Mr. McMahon.  It is tied to a monitoring system.  


Year-round occupancy permits and seasonal occupancy permits were discussed.

Putting the report in the Housing Chapter of the Master Plan (paperwork in binders) was discussed. 


Mr. McMahon asked what our next step is.  Mr. Sinnott said there should be some kind of compliance and follow up on it and it should be included in the Master Plan.   Mr. McMahon stated that including duplexes was important. Mr. Sinnott stated the Assessor's Office could pull out duplexes, arrange high to low prices and see how those properties can be applied.  Mr. Groth stated it should be attached to the study as an appendix.


Deed restricted rental – over 55, etc. was discussed by Mr. Lessard and he asked how it was handled.  Mr. Emerick is going to do homework on duplexes on the market in Hampton and find out if they are affordable. 

     II.
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS

III.    
 NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.


IV.  
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES of August 4, 2010

MOTION by Mr. McMahon to approve Minutes with the referenced attachment from Cliff Sinnott.  
SECOND by Mr. Emerick.
VOTE:    6 – 0 – 1 (Mr. Lessard abstained)


MOTION PASSED.

V.    
 CORRESPONDENCE

VI.
   
OTHER BUSINESS


The RFP-engineering review was discussed and Mr. Loopley asked Mr. Steffen if it is almost ready to get out.

MOTION by Mr. Olson to go to a non-public session to discuss personnel matter under RSA 91-A:3.
SECOND by Mr. Emerick.

ROLL CALL VOTE: 7 – 0 – 0



MOTION PASSED.

  VII.
  ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by  Mr. Olson to recess to the non-public session at 8:20 p.m.
SECOND by Mr. Emerick.
VOTE:     7 – 0 - 0            
                            MOTION PASSED.
MEETING ADJOURNED: 10:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie Olivier

Administrative Assistant

