
HAMPTON BEACH VILLAGE DISTRICT 
ANNUAL MEETING 

March 27, 2015 
 
 

Richard Reniere, Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Mr. Reniere asked for a moment of silence honoring 
residents of the District who passed away during the past year. 
 
Mr. Reniere introduced those at the head table: 
 
Chuck Rage, Commissioner 
Maureen Buckley, Commissioner 
Robert Ladd, Commissioner 
Stephen LaBranche, Treasurer 
Sharon Somers, Village District Counsel 
Joan Rice, Secretary 
 
Mr. Reniere recognized the following in the audience: 
 
Rick Griffin, Chairman, Board of Selectmen 
Mary-Louise Woolsey, Board of Selectmen 
Fred Rice, State Representative 
John Nyhan, Chairman, Hampton Beach Area Commission 
Timothy Jones, Budget Committee 
Michael Pierce, Budget Committee 
Michael Plouffe, Budget Committee 
 
Mr. Reniere explained the rules of the meeting and asked for a motion to allow non-
residents of the District to address this assembly. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Rage, seconded by Commissioner Buckley, to allow non-residents 
of the Village District to speak upon recommendation by the Moderator provided their 
remarks pertain to the Warrant Articles. 
 
Vote:  Motion passed by majority vote. 
 
Mr. Reniere said the results of the vote pursuant to Article I would be announced when the 
votes were tallied. 
 
Moved by Walter Kivlan, seconded by Michael Buckley, to move Article III prior to Article 
II. 
 
Attorney Somers said Article II is the bond article.  When Article II was put on the warrant 
it wasn’t really clear that the Village District had taken the necessary steps to do certain 
things so Article III was added to the Warrant.  In 1992 the District voted to do things for 
recreational purposes.  The net result is that Article III gives the District authority to  
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maintain recreational activities.  Attorney Somers said her recommendation was to take a 
vote on Article III, pass it, and it will be consistent with past votes. 
 
Vote:  Motion passed by majority vote. 
 
Article III 
 
To see if the District will, pursuant to RSA 52:6 vote to add to its list of authorized purposes 
the purpose of maintenance of activities for recreational purposes and further to ratify all 
past actions of the District to maintain activities for recreational purposes. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kivlan, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to approve Article III. 
 
There was no discussion on Article III. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kivlan, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to move the question. 
 
Vote:  Motion passed by majority vote. 
 
Mr. Reniere asked for a vote on the main motion to approve Article III. 
 
Vote:  Motion passed by majority vote. 
 
Article II 
 
To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million Dollars 
($1,000,000) for the purpose of funding all costs associated with the purchase, acquisition 
and development of four (4) pieces of property being:  1) Tax Map and Lot 296/166/1 
situate at 164 Ashworth Avenue: 2) Tax Map and Lot 296/167/1 situate at 166 Ashworth 
Avenue: 3) Tax Map and Lot 293/172/1 situate at 168 Ashworth Avenue: and, 4) Tax Map 
and Lot 296/3/1 situate at 170 Ashworth Avenue, all in Hampton, New Hampshire and for 
the construction of a parking lot on said land to serve the needs of the Village District, and 
to authorize the issuance of not more than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) of bonds or 
notes.  One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) of such sum to be raised through the issuance of 
bonds or notes under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1 et.seq., as 
amended and to authorize the Commissioners to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state 
or other aid, if any, which may be available for said project and to comply with all laws 
applicable to said project; to authorize the Commissioners to issue, negotiate, sell and 
deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon and the maturity 
and other terms thereof; and to authorize the Commissioners to take any other action or to 
pass any other vote relative thereto. 
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In accordance with the provisions of RSA 33:8-a, a public hearing was held on this matter 
on February 11, 2015 at the Hampton Beach Fire Station.  This matter requires a 2/3 vote 
by ballot of all voters present and voting at the Annual Meeting of March 27, 2015. 
 
Passage of this article is contingent on the passage of Warrant Article III to formally add 
“maintenance of activities for recreational purposes” to the list of approved purposes of the 
District. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kivlan, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to approve Article II. 
 
Commissioner Rage said he has heard many concerns about the parking problem at the 
beach.  This will support the people of the Village District, businesses and their employees.  
This property was offered to the District by the Clews family. 
 
Timothy Jones, 16 Dustin Ave., said the Hampton Beach Area Commission did an 
independent study on parking at Hampton Beach.  The conclusion was that there was no 
lack of parking.  People will continue to seek out free parking on the side streets.  This 
property was never put on the open market.  This is giving government a way to compete 
with the private sector who have to pay taxes.  This is unfair competition. 
 
Rick Griffin, 529 Ocean Blvd., said Mr. Jones’ allegations are not true.  The Clews gave up 
selling to developers to let this happen for Hampton Beach. 
 
Tom McGuirk, 75 Ocean Blvd., said he wanted to give his opinion as a parking lot owner.  
He has no problem with this project.  This particular area does not have adequate parking 
for the density in that area.  The Village District will not be competing with any other 
business. 
 
Mary LaMontagne, 186 Ashworth Avenue, said she is the owner of the Blue Jay Motel which 
is one block from this property.  There is not enough parking in that area.  This project will 
be an asset for everyone. 
 
Michael Buckley, 6 Harris Ave., asked how much revenue was obtained from the District 
parking lot.  Mr. LaBranche replied that revenue was $140,000 last year and this offsets 
expenses in Culture and Recreation so it benefits the taxpayer. 
 
Bob Preston, Ocean Ave., said this project would be a benefit to Hampton Beach.  Regarding 
the study cited by Mr. Jones, new construction has taken up a lot of that parking. 
 
Mr. LaBranche said the intention here is that this will be paid for with a 20-year bond and 
the revenue that is generated from the lot will pay for it.  It will not raise taxes.  Any surplus 
will also be applied to Culture and Recreation. 
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Brian Lapham, 27 High Street, said there was a wording change in this Article after the 
Budget Committee voted on it and it couldn’t be changed.  That is why it is not 
recommended by the Budget Committee. 
 
Moved  by Mr. Kivlan, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to move the question on Article II. 
 
Vote:  Motion passed by majority vote. 
 
Mr. Reniere said the vote on Article II must be done by written ballot.  One hour is 
mandated for this balloting.  The balloting will close at 9:04 p.m. 
 
A break was taken at 8:05 p.m. 
 
The meeting resumed at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Article I 
 
Mr. Reniere then announced the results of the election as follows: 
 
 Commissioner (3 years)     Robert Ladd 
 Moderator (1 year)      Richard Reniere 
 Treasurer (1 year)      Stephen LaBranche 
 Clerk (1 year)       Janet Allard 
 Supervisor of the Checklist (3 years)   Jim Higgins 
 
Article IV 
 
To see if the District will vote to accept the budget as submitted by the Budget Committee, 
and to raise and appropriate the sum of $563,337,00 for District purposes in addition to 
any amounts that may be approved for special articles. 
 
Moved by Mr. Buckley, seconded by Ben Moore, to open Article IV for discussion. 
 
Chairman Rage explained that it is necessary to wait on this Article until results from the 
written ballot on Article II are available.  Passage of Article II would change the amount 
noted in Article IV. 
 
Mr. Moore withdrew his second to the motion to open Article IV for discussion at this time. 
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Article VI 
 
On a petition of Ute Pineo and 25 other legal voters of the Hampton Beach Village District, 
shall the Hampton Beach Village District vote to raise and appropriate the sum of two 
thousand dollars in order to purchase and install an illuminated flagpole for flying the 
American flag at the Precinct parking lot on the corner of Brown Avenue and Ashworth 
Avenue.  The flag shall be illuminated from sunset to sunrise. 
 
Moved by Mr. Buckley, seconded by Mr. Griffin, to address Article VI out of sequence. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Moved by Paul Restano, seconded by Mr. Griffin, to approve Article VI. 
 
There was no discussion.  Mr. Reniere called for a vote. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Article VII 
 
On a petition of Ute Pineo and 25 other legal voters of the Hampton Beach Village District, 
shall the Hampton Beach Village District vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five 
thousand dollars as a one-time donation to the Hampton Moving Wall Committee to help 
defray the cost of bring the Viet Nam Veterans Memorial Moving Wall to Hampton Beach. 
 
Moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Kivlan, to approve Article VII. 
 
Mr. Lapham said Ms. Pineo has worked very hard to bring the Wall to Hampton Beach. 
 
Eileen Daboul, Harris Ave., said this is something new that can be done at the beach.  This 
would take place after the summer rush and would show respect to these veterans.  Ms. 
Daboul said she was sorry the Town voted it down. 
 
Fred Rice, 15 Heather Lane, said he spoke against this Article before the Town.  However, 
he is speaking for it tonight as it is something more related to the beach.  This is something 
that can be a labor of love, but you have to work for it.  Mr. Rice said he definitely supports 
the Wall, but you have to consider how you do it.  If this passes, he will support it. 
 
Mr. Jones said it is still a tax and he saw no reason why the government should step in. 
 
Ms. Pineo discussed locations for the Wall.  She originally thought the sand sculpture area 
would be good.  However, it is necessary that the Wall be erected on grass.  School areas  
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and Tuck Field are not available.  Ms. Pineo suggested the Church Street parking lot where 
there would be no parking issues.  The State Park is another possible location. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Article V 
 
Shall the Hampton Beach Village District accept the provisions of RSA 31:95-b providing 
that any village district at an annual meeting may adopt an article authorizing indefinitely, 
until specific rescission of such authority, the commissioners to apply for, accept and 
expend, without further action by the village district meeting, unanticipated money from a 
state, federal, or other governmental unit or a private source which becomes available 
during the fiscal year? 
 
Moved by Commissioner Rage, seconded by Mr. Griffin, to consider Article V out of 
sequence. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Eileen Janulewicz, to approve Article V. 
 
Attorney Somers said this is basically a housekeeping measure and is really redundant 
because a similar article has already been passed. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Rage, seconded by Mr. Kivlan, to move the question. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Mr. Reniere asked for a vote on the main motion to approve Article V. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Mr. Reniere then announced the results of the written vote on Article II. 
 
Written Vote:  69 yes, 6 no.  Motion passed by more than a two-thirds majority. 
 
Discussion was then re-opened on Article IV.   Mr. LaBranche explained that the amount 
would change in this Article due to the passage of Article II.  The amount of the bond 
payment for the new parking lot would have to be added along with an increase in parking 
lot payroll and supplies. 
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Helen Briweller, 3 Dover Ave., asked why the $95,000 amount for the bond payment would 
have to be added since the revenue from the parking lot would cover that. 
 
Ben Moore said that to follow the NH RSA’s you must budget for expenditures even though 
they are covered by anticipated revenue. 
 
Amendment made by Chairman Rage, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to make the following 
changes under 4589-3 PARKING LOT: 
 
 Increase Payroll to $45,000 
 Increase Supplies to $3,500 
 Increase Bond Payment to $95,000 
 
 These additions will change the amount in Article IV from 563,337 to $674,837. 
 
Chairman Rage said he wanted to make it clear that this will come back in revenue and will 
not affect taxes.  He said he also hopes there will be extra revenue. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
Article VIII 
 
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 
 
There was no discussion. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Moved by Mr. Kivlan, seconded by Mr. Buckley, to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Vote:  Passed by majority vote. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Rice 
Secretary 
  
 
 
 


