Hampton Cdnsérﬁation Commission
Oetober 16, 1973 :

?Tha Hamptcn cansarvatinn Gammissian wasg’ establiahad by the Tawn
-of Hampton for .the protection: of natursl rescurcas and waber: shed
‘resources. This meeting wes held to detsrmine the degres of
environmental damage by the proposed develnpment of Island Path by
-Dana Pattersﬁn, Ine.= The maeting was called tw order at - T 30 p.m.

Presentation: cf the proposal waa made by Mr., Cote of Dana Pattaraon,
Ine., Merrimack, N.H., involving 160,000 aq, £t. of land on the
north side of Island Path. - The proJaut requires 21,000 tons of
-£111, appreximately 18,000 to 19,000 yards, to slope back to the’
‘ereek for drainage, After filling, they will present to the Town
of Hampton Plamming Board the complete plan project for the apart-
ment urit. They alsc propose to bring towun sewer end water up onto
Island Path to the development. There will be two ways of access.
It is now zoned for duplex seascnal; they plan to ask for- variance
for one cluster apartment building seesonal. They:expect: to- -owm,.
zt in its entirety and thareby control its seasonability. .~ - -

mr. Patar Randall, méember of the Gommiasion, askted Mr. Cote if he
imew the reason for the statute protecting wetlande, Mr. Cote
stated he was awaref but in this instance, they don't consider it
& complete titled marshland beceuse there is gravel in the area.
Where they plan to build their development on the north side, they
have ' fuund 6! to 8! of gravel. The other side was strictly beach
‘gandi  Titled mershlend, he stated, should be nothing but basach.
-sand;-cempletely unbulldeble. They have had the soil inspected
. and- ggve besn tnld it is buildabla and nat to ba emnsidered titla&
mars and, -

‘The Gommissian read the epiniqn of the: sita by the Suil Ganserva-
‘tian Service in Exeter, On August 23, their murvey on marah soils
30 yds. north of Island Path substantistes that this trach is titled
marah-and will be se clesaified. A complete soil profile is on
‘P4le. The U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil Gonaarvatian Service
also claseifled this ares as titled mersh, ,

The Conmission asked Mr, Cote what impact thair filling would hava
o wetland rasourees. - He had no answer,

‘The Cemmiasian also noted that the ares hsas baeu liatsd in Floed
‘Hagard Areas of Hew Hampshive, and asked Mr. Cote if they planned
to warn prospective buyers that they would be in & flpod hasard
area. He raplied that there would be no buyars. anly renters.




Questioning was then opened to ashuttors, residents of the immediate
area, and the general publie.

Mr,. Lerocy Junkins, Representative of N.H. General Court, asked why
someone from Water Resources was not in attendance as in previous
hearings for filling and dredging. Mr. Randall stated that the law
- wag-changed at the latest session to require the applicant, Dana
Patterson, Inc., to ‘'send the local committee involved three capiaa
of their applicavion. 'These were sent to the Town Selectmen,
Planning Board, and Conservation Cormission. If enough interest is
shown in the environmenteal impact on the town, they can intervene.
We have 30 days to investigate., ' This is not a special board and
has no relation to the State Board, It is = lacal matter. and we
are oniy fact-finding Tor the Stata Bcard.‘,;_ ,

A representative for Mr._Kyriagis, Menchester, abuttor, made his
statement to the Commission. He felt that ecologleally, it seems
to be unsound to ruin a marshland by bringing inh concrete and =
esphalt. This will have %o have an effect on marshland resources.
If one were to build, thers must be enough land in Hempton or
surrounding areas for building without having to £1l11 and dredge
a mershiend of this type and top it with conerete and agphalt.
He stated they were concerned with questimns of aeceas, nnmber of
residents, and full seasecn apartmants. K

Mr. Arthur MeCue, 21 Eramfield Rd., Somerville,’ M.y resident cf
Hampton Beach during summer months for 10 years in Island Path ares,
stated his opposition. Mr. MeCue appeared before the FPlanning Board
in opposition some days ago. At that time, he expressed his personal
objecticn as a land owner and his officianl) cbjection as attorney for
the Ialand Psith Betterment Asscciation, a group of 2 residents:
banded together to improve property and hdve some moaguito contiol,
His main objection is that Isiand Peth 1s the most unlikely apot

in Hawpton to undertake an endeavor of this magnitude. From

- Brown Ave. to Island Path, there are from 55 to 60 dwelling unita.
To propose 60 dwelling spartments on the north side would double

the Humber of dwelling units. It is a narrow, winding, dead end
street, completely surrounded by water at high tide. Flooding at
high tide on the north and scuth side of the ares is ancther =
objection. The inerease in automebile and pedestrian traffic
during the summer menths would be catastrophic. A fire hazard -

could be created because of its inaccessibility. He presented hia
argument for conservation that this mershland area comstitutes o
natural flood centrol system. When the Atlantie Ocean comes in
at high tide, it has a place to go. If you fill in 24,000 tons'

of gravel, you are going to upset that natural balance of natura.
The erea 1S alsc a natural aree for small geme and birds. He
suggested that New Hampshire has the smallest coastline in the =
United States, only 17 miles long. If we are geing to fill the
marshiand area of this coast, this whole area will be covered by
60-unit apartments. The mein prohlam is not only doubling the
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buildinga. but quadrupling the people, inoreasing the sraffie, and
interfaring with naturel flood control. Hs presented & petition to
-the Commission, cmnaiating of 90% reaidents and the balance made up
of clammers, sightseers, and visitors te the arse. "He' stated that
‘these pecple are opposed to the filling snd dredging of the ares now
‘and in the future, and asked to have it includad in the raanrd to
‘farward ta thn Waﬁar Reaﬁurae Bmard. o . ‘

i o QBG&I‘ B Ymmg. Wq Imering. NeHoey atata& tshat in 'bhﬁ &I‘Gﬂ. of
canaarvatian, becauaa of the. number of paopla, ‘wildlife does nnﬁ
congregate there. He asked Mr. {ote how long Mr. Patterson had:
cuned  the land. Hr. Cote replied that it was purchased in early
1960 and desdlgnated at that time as 30 'lots. He ssid they have
been paying taxes oi 30 lots, bul has now been told it is only ‘one
lot., The Commissien agreed thet et the time of purchase it was
designated as 30 lois; then asked Mr. Young if hHe ha&n't sald the
-proparty to Patteraﬂn originally. He stated ha had T

My, Ralanﬁ Smucy, abrnar of anahmstar and Ashwvrﬁh ats., Hampton,
sald that every time there 1s a high tida, it éomes in on hia place
and Into his bouse., He felt that if they are allowed tm £ill, the
water is going to be in his house and overy obhar place on Mnnchester
utreet. ‘He stataa thab hs is against the" prcpeaal.

- M, Raih¢ar. Partwmouﬁh. N.H., abuttor, falt.there was not ancugh
- dnformation on the edologicel thrust, He wantsd to Mnow what ¢om-

. pensaticn is msde for lend owners who ars denled the right to build,

* or are they expecied to pay taxes continuslly. ¥Mr. Randall told

him that the state law had ruled that if yeu are denied the right to
build on titled wetlands, you are being denisc your rights and nay
apply to hhn state courts for cempansatian.

Mr. James Rush stated that whenever you menticn anviranmantal impaet,
it 1s mythickl beceuse you cannct tell how meny fish are going to
1ive there or how many birds will Ply over. Tet filling reqiires
conorete evidence of results. He said thdt spartments do nog bathar
him} Iie is nelther in faver nor against the proposal. However, he
felt that the Constitution should give him 2 right to better the
lend. Further, the Comservation Commission has 100% sontrol with
no invaatmanta: anvthiag wWe want to do has to moma out of our
pocketea. _ ‘ . , o .

Mr. Neil Mtheraan, Eam@ton, B8 a alam ﬂigger wanted to- carrobarata
testimony about the plentiful birds. ' As a representative for the
Bescorst Anti-Pollution League. an. erganizaticn of 1,000 members to
demonstretes their intarest in queatiens such as this,; sdid that they
feel private land is no more the sole trust of the individual. On

. behall of the Seacoast Anti-Pollutien Laague, he ragisterad their
appositlnn to this pruposal._ . o o P




Tudor hichards of the N.H. Audubon uociety ‘goes on ‘record for that
aociety that tney are opposed to’ filling the Ealand Path ‘wetlands,

Mra, Kannady, Hampten Beach, stated we ahaula keep the wetlands
wetlsnds. . _ ‘

Hr._Lamott. ‘Island Path, Hampton, said that the land may . breed
mosqultos, ‘bul 1t 15 certainly a ﬂildlx;e refuga. -

M. J&mea Ball, Somsrvills, 'Ma,, Island Path cott&ge owner, asked
again where the water will go that the grave¢ 13 displacing.j

Questloning returned then to tha Commiﬂaion for the projact'
apeciflca.

Mpra, Hutter asked how many buildings and how hzgh would they bea.

Mr, Cote atated there would be cne GG-unit building, three stories
high, Mr. McCue interrupted to ¢ffer a copy of the criginal pro-
posal to the Planning Board that read 60 duplex apartments.. .

Mr, Cote assured him he had misunderstood, he had fold the Board that
the way it was zcned, e ‘eould put wp 60 duplex apartments, Thet ia
not what vwe are planning to do. Qur proposal will be for 60 apart-

menty. .

Mr. Cote addressed nimself to the concern for flooding. He stated
that if we fill with gravel, thée water will dissipate as well as it
does now, We will use topsoill of humus which is vegetation for the
birds and fish. We propose one 60-unit apartment bullding,

40,000 s849. £o. We will fill 160,000 sq, ft., pave 60,000 aq, ft.,
leaving 100,000 sa. ft. of nothing but gravel covered with humus.
If we get a permit to fill, and anyone wants to sell because of this,
we will pay the essessed value plus 10%. We are going to leave
plenty of room for the birds and the bees; wWe are golng to clean it
up and control the mosguitos. Aside from that, we are not going to
ruin the property. .

Migs Stimson asked Mr, Cote to clarlfy if they plan to build one
three-atory building which will take up 40,000 sq, ft. and will
consist of 60 apartments or 60 duplex apartments. He answered 60
residentisl units; there would not be room for 60 duplex spartments.

Miss Stimson asked 2I,000 cubie yards of fill. Mr. Cote corrected

thet to read 24,000 tons. Misas 3timson agked if he knew the effect
of -2y, 000 tons of fill. Mr. Cote stated he Jldn't lmow the eflect

of the £ill, He told the Comriission that their engineer told them

that by sloping back to the treek, the water would flow back to the
ereek and not flood any other areas.

Misg Stimson asked the size of the Patieraon investment. Mr. Cote
replied $1,200,000, meaning $47-$52,000 & year in taxes to the town,




Miss Stimson asked ¥re. Cots if Mr, Patterson hed n@ticad any chenge
in the attitude. of the general publie on: rilling marshlands since
the lend was acguired.  He rsplied thnt ha eamld nut answer fer

My, Patberson'ﬁ thoughta., = . : , s

Miss Stimson‘askad if there would be childrsn to be educated,=

Mr, Cote said thers would be rnone allowed.  Miss Stimson asked if
they were 40 be sessonal. Mr, Cote replied that there would he no
heating aystem installed. DMiss Stimson asked if any federal funds
were involved Mr. Cote repliad nos Lo L

Mrs., Nutter asxed if the aparfmsnta w111 be furnished. Mr. Cote
said no. ‘Mr. Randall asked if they expected people to move their
furniture in for & three or four month periocd. Mr. Cote explained
that many people havs seccnd humes or sunmer homes. ' )

Miss Stimaon asked if. they expacted to: hava thﬁ rnad plowad or - .
install hydrants, street lighta,  or sidewalks. ' Mr. Cote replied.
they didn't expect plowing, lighta; or sidewazlks. . He =dded that
there is & hydrant at the roadline entarinm thm property, whleh
uhey wauld bring up- for public use. x

Mr, Heihler of Portqmouth aqked if in the Boardts ccnsldaration of
impect, 1s it only the impact of this particular:project or some of
these other future conjectursal projects? Mr. Randall replied that
under ‘the law,: the Commission is charged with concern for the total.
natural rescurces in the Town of Hampton. - He felt we have to look

at what 13 geoing to happen in.a particulsr plece of land and. ¢on-
sider the e¢ffect. Whet we present to the Speclal Board is what we
personelly feel 2bout it and what information ws get from you people.
They can ignore us or you as they see fit. Evidence of our meeting
will ‘be put in the records. Mr, Cote will make his presentastion to
the Board. They cain ask questions, make their own interpretations
cn-land and effect, etc. This group is purely advisory. I believe
we are the first conservatlcn group to utzlize this law,.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pom.
RespectfullY submittad,

Nelsan urant, Chalrman -
Poter Randall .
Ruth Stimson, Tﬂeasurer

Ruth Nutter, Secretary “
Stillman Hobbs :

Irens Palmer

Ednapearl Parr
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