
 

 

Batchelder land toured
Hampton residents see parcel up for conservation
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Residents get a first-hand look Sunday at what their money will buy if they 
approve a request to direct $250,000 to its effort to protect historic 
Batchelder Farm on Exeter Road in Hampton from future development.
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HAMPTON — Members of the Conservation Commission led a snowshoe tour Sunday of the Batchelder 

Farm property, land they hope voters will support protecting next week.

A warrant article, to be voted on Tuesday, March 8, asks voter support to raise and appropriate $250,000 that 

will be put toward purchasing the easement rights to the 120-acre parcel along Exeter Road, preventing 

development of the land and preserving it for passive recreation uses by residents.

"It has long been a priority for the conservation commission to protect this land," said David Viale of the 

Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire. "If successful, we will hold and manage the easement of the land. 

This is a historic piece for Hampton. It has always been in the Batchelder family and they are descendents of 

one of the original founding families of the town."

Viale said the land is also a priority for preservation through the New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan and the 

Land Conservation Plan for New Hampshire's Coastal Watersheds.

"It has some of the most productive farm soils in the state and there are significant wildlife habitats and water 

resources," he said. "We have an agreement with the landowners, but the option to purchase the rights 

expires in July. Someone could easily put 10 or more houses here and we do not want to see that happen."

 

Tom Batchelder, one of four brothers who own the property, said he hopes to see it remain untouched.

"We all grew up here," he said. "This has always been here for us and it's easy to take it for granted. But I 

have seen so much change in Hampton since I have been here, so I know it could happen."

Viale said the total price of the easement rights is about $840,000. They already have $130,000 in committed 

funds, and if voters approve in March, the conservationists can apply for up to $400,000 in federal funds. Any 

remaining costs can likely be made up through donations of private funds.

"We are asking voters to support about 30 percent of the cost," Viale said. "In terms of tax money, that's 8 

cents per thousand dollars of valuation. For the average homeowner, at an assessed value of $366,000, 

that's a one-time cost of $30."

 

Conservation Commission Chairman Jay Diener said that while he hasn't talked to everyone in town, those 

he has spoken with are in favor of the plan.

"No one spoke against it at the deliberative session," Diener said. "In fact, people spoke in favor of it. The 

warrant article does have the endorsement of both the selectmen and the budget committee."

 

 

41 DEALS ONLINE TODAY MORE >>

Agave Mexican Bistro Dos

Pairing Menu 4:00pm - 6:30pm Monday - 

Friday

La Bella B.Y.O.B

20% Off your bill dinning in or Take-Out 

Order

Prime Steakhouse

$12 Build Your Own Burger Night-Sundays 

and Mondays

The Granite Post Antiques
New Items Arriving Daily!

Cafe Nostimo
Kids Eat Free!

Blue Mermaid Island Grill
15% Off Your Next Lunch or Brunch

LOCAL REVIEW

Advertisement

SeacoastOnline.com

DEAL OF THE WEEK

$50 OFF Your First Treatment!
At Pinewood Medical Laser IV Sedation 

Available...
Pinewood Medical Laser

Welcome to Seacoastonline.com Get Started
Subscribe Today. See our Special Offers. 

Current Print Subscribers, activate your online access. 
Log In | Register | Subscribe

1 of 3 premium clicks used this month

33°
Forecast | Radar 

Wednesday March 2, 2011

Text Size: A | A | 

A 
Print this Article    Email this 

Article 

UNH sophomore died by suicide 

on train tracks, police say - 3/1/2011

UNH student dies by suicide on 

train tracks - 3/2/2011

Jeffrey V. Brown - 3/2/2011

Boat fire under investigation in 

Hampton - 3/1/2011

Music Hall set to open second 

venue at the Loft - 3/2/2011

Kittery School Committee balks at 

sharp budget cuts - 3/2/2011

TODAY'S MOST VIEWED 
ARTICLES

First Name  Last Name  

Email Address  
 

Join us on weekly discoveries as we visit and sample 

local businesses and put them in the Limelight.

Home News Your Paper Business Entertainment Living Sports Obituaries ClassifiedsReal EstateAutosJobs

Search Seacoastonline.com

Page 1 of 2Batchelder land toured | SeacoastOnline.com

3/2/2011http://www.seacoastonline.com/articles/20110228-NEWS-102280327


