Frequently Asked Questions

1. How much does a rain garden cost?

A 50 to 200 square foot residential rain
garden can cost anywhere from $3-$5

per square foot, depending on the
number of plants and the use of
optional landscape features such as
retaining walls, edges, etc.

2. What are the other benefits of rain
gardens besides water quality
improvements and reducing
community flooding risks?

Rain gardens provide many additional
benefits such as adding beauty and
value to neighborhoods and providing
wildlife habitat to attract beneficial . ‘ ——
birds, butterflies and dragonflies. Rain garden outside the Hampton Lane Library

3. Do rain gardens breed mosquitos?
No. Rain gardens hold water for no

longer than 48 hours - far shorter than
RAIN GARDEN
the 7 days of standing water needed to COST S HAR E

breed mosquitos. In between rainfalls,
the rain gardens are dry.

4. Do rain gardens require
maintenance?

Yes, Like any perennial flower garden,
rain gardens need to be watered the
first year, and weeded semi-annually.
Filling in bare spots with mulch is also
recommended.

5. Why use native plants?

Native plants require less maintenance
because they have adapted to our local
weather patterns and soil conditions.
Native plants also attract more than 3
times the number of beneficial insects
than non-native plants.

Hampton Conservation Commission

FREE INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOPS!
March 30, Lane Library, 6:00-7:45pm
May 18, Lane Library, 6:00-7:45pm
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Hampton Rain Garden Cost Share Grant

WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN?

Rain gardens are shallow depressions in the landscape that typically include plants and a mulch
layer or ground cover. On the surface, a rain garden looks no different from an attractive flower
garden. What makes it different is how it gets its water and what happens to that water once it
arrives in the garden.

Capture: A rain garden
catches water runoff and
holds water for no more
than 48 hours.

Filter: In soil,
microbes break
down pollutants
and nutrients
washed in by
the rain.

Infiltrate: Deep-rooted
native plants loosen the
soil, allowing water to soak
in quickly and recharge
groundwater aquifers.

LESS water down the storm drain = CLEANER waterways!

Rain Garden hare Program
The Hampton Conservation Commission is awarding a cost share grant to at least one residential
home owner and one business owner for the installation of a rain garden. Grants will be awarded
to the highest-ranking projects. The property owners will be responsible for 25% of all the out-of-
pocket expenses (plants, mulch, compost, etc.) up to a maximum of $50. This program is available
to all property owners in Hampton.

Rain garden image from http://northfield.org Brochure layout from http://ci.northfield.mn.us

HOW IT WORKS:

1. APPLY: Application forms are available at
the Hampton Town Hall and on the
Conservation Commission webpage:
http://hamptonnh.gov/?page_id=33

o Application help session: April 20,
7:00-8:00pm, Hampton Town Hall

Applications are due by April 22, 3:00pm

Applications can be mailed or emailed to:
Hampton Conservation Commission

100 Winnacunnet Rd

Hampton, NH 03842
rdionne@town.hampton.nh.us

AWARD: The Conservation Commission
will award grants based on certain

project criteria such as water quality
improvement, volume reduction and
visibility. Applicants will be notified of an
award no later than May 13,

CONSTRUCTION: After receiving a Grant
Award Letter, you will be contacted to
schedule a design consultation and select
at least two potential installation dates.

COST SHARE: The Conservation
Commission will track the rain garden
costs. The property owner’s share will be
calculated upon completion of the garden.

For more information, contact:

Rayann Dionne, Conservation Coordinator
603-929-5808
rdionne@town.hampton.nh.us




